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Cylinder Desk
Baltimore, 1815-1830
Possible attribution to William Camp (fl. 1801-1822)

This extraordinary desk is part of an important group of Baltimore Empire case
furniture ornamented with Gothic panels and the so-called “caryatid” figures. Both these
elements are listed in the New York Book of Prices for Manufacturing Cabinet and Chair
Work (1817), the caryatids then being called “tapered therms with mummy heads and
feet.” The tentative attribution to William Camp (1773-1822), Baltimore’s premier cabi-
netmaker of the early nineteenth century, is based on several factors. First, the case and
drawer construction is exactly the same as that of a documented camp secretaire of the
same period. Furthermore, it can be documented that Camp made pieces with Gothic
panels and that he particularly favored cylinder lids for desks. The use of highly figured
West Indian satinwood is generally seen on pieces attributed to Camp, who carried on a
wholesale lumber business and stocked this and other fancy woods. Finally, sophistication
and kinship to Philadelphia work are characteristics of many other pieces documented or
attributed to Camp’s shop.

HISTORY: Robert E. Owings, an owner of the desk, believed it had originally belonged
to his great grandfather Dr. Thomas Owings (1802-1866).

STRUCTURE: The primary wood, small drawer sides and back, drawer stops, and
ratchet mechanism are mahogany; the small drawer fronts and pigeon holes are satinwood;
the small drawer knobs and escutcheons are ebony; the small drawer bottom and runners,
the large drawer sides, back, and bottom, the partitions in the top, and the backboards of
the case are poplar; the interior framing and dust boards are white pine.

DIMENSIONS: OH: 56 3 in., 144.1 cm; OW: 54 in., 137.1 cm; OD: 22 % in., 56.5 cm.

Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Stone and Purchase of the Ellen Howard Bayard
Memorial Purchase Fund 83.58

Excerpted from Furniture in Maryland, 1740-1940: The Collection of the Maryland
Historical Society, by Gregory R. Weidman (Baltimore, 1984). Orders: $35 postpaid (Md.
residents add 5% sales tax) from MHS, 201 W. Monument St., Baltimore MD 21201.
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* Part time
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350th Anniversary Ball

Mrs. Duncan H. Cocroft, Co-Chairman
Mrs. Michael S. Hoffberger, Co-Chairman
Mrs. Aristides C. Alevizatos

Raymond L. Bank

Gregory H. Barnhill

Mrs. Robert B. Brenegan
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Mrs. R. Bruce Campbell

Anne W, Chapin

Mrs. Joseph M. Coale III
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Mrs. J. Roger Sullivan, Jr., Past Chairman

Annual Giving
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Mrs. Symington Perin
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Brian B. Topping
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Robert B. Kershaw
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Patrick D. Jarosinski
Ramsey W. J. Flynn
Romaine S. Somerville
Robert P. Weisbecker
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Lynn E. Satterfield

Antiques Show and Sale

Mrs. Aristides C. Alevizatos ............... Chairman

Mrs. Charles S. Garland. .................. Vice Chairman

Mrs. Leslie E. Goldsborough, Jr.......... ... Vice Chairman

Mrs. Charles W. Cole, dJr.. .............. ... Advisory Committee
Mrs. Hammond J. Dugan III. .. ... ... ... .. Advisory Committee
Mrs. Herbert A. May, dJr. .................. Advisory Committee
Mrs. Thomas R. Price .................... Advisory Committee
Mrs. Geary Lee Stonesifer, Jr. ........ ... .. Advisory Committee
Leonard C. Crewe, Jr....................... Advisory Committee
Mrs.JayKatz ............................ Aduvisory Committee
Mrs. CalhounBond . ............. . ... ..., Catalogue Sales

Mrs. Reid FauntLeRoy. . ................... Catalogue Sales

Mrs. John C. Stuelpnagel. . ................. Catalogue Sales
Betty Hollyday ........................... Catalogue Sales
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Mrs. F. Markoe Dugan . ................. ... Exhibitor Hospitality
Mrs. Peter C. Gerard . ..................... Exhibitor Hospitality
Mrs. Robert W. Oster. .. ................... Exhibitor Hospitality
DudleyI. Catzen .......................... Exhibitor Liaison
Mrs.JohnP. Ward . ....................... Flowers

Mrs. HarrisJones . ........................ Flowers
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Mrs. E. W. Mustard
Mrs. Edmund Nelson
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Mrs. John Sanders
Lewis Sheppard

Mrs. Charles Stieff
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Lynn Satterfield
Mrs. James Seiler
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REPORT OF
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Sadly, our first order of business is to report the death of T. Rowland Slingluff, Jr., a Trustee
who gave much of himself to the Society and whose advice will be much missed. May I request that
we rise for a moment of silence in his memory. Thank you.

It is always customary at this Annual “Family” Meeting of the Society to reflect on and to praise
the tremendous interest and diligent efforts of our Trustees who, in accordance with the by-laws,
are rotating off the Board. I know from personal conversations that those who leave us in the class
of 1984 intend to keep up their volunteer interest and help during the coming years. It is with a
great deal of gratitude and personal thanks from the whole organization that we ask for a standing
acclamation for these retiring Trustees:

Charles O. Fisher—Carroll County

Anne L. Gormer—Allegany County

Elmer W. Jackson, Jr.—Anne Arundel County
John S. Lalley

Calvert C. McCabe, Jr.

W. Griffin Morrel

Richard C. Riggs, Jr.

Turning now to the future, it is a great pleasure to welcome new members to the Board of
Trustees. Please rise if you are present.

Donald Riley—Carroll County
William Gilchrist—Allegany County
James Olfson—Anne Arundel County
Willard Hackerman

Eleanor A. Owen

Jerome Geckle

During the past year, our incomparable, lovely Director Romaine Somerville, asked for early
retirement. Romaine’s health had been poor prior to heart surgery, and she felt it wise to be relieved
of the stress of running the Society. The Board recognizes the many contributions that Romaine
has made not only as Director for the past six years, but also during her tenure as Curator of the
Gallery. Among her greatest accomplishments has been her ability to work in harmony with our
in-house Committees and various governmental bodies and her leadership in the renovation of
Government House. Also, she has been diligent in seeing that the new Maryland History project
got off to a proper start, that our NEH grant to the endowment was efficiently handled, that the
Monument Street lot across from the Society became our property, and countless other vital
accomplishments. Our hats are off to her, and our hearts wish her well for a long future.

Our friend and Trustee, Jeff Miller, very generously volunteered to assist the Society as Acting
Director until a permanent successor to Romaine is selected. A fifteen-member search committee
was formed June 1st and will be functioning during the early fall toward that end.

The Nominating Committee, in accordance with custom, will present its slate of Trustees,
Officers, Committee Chairmen, and Members, but I wish at this time to say how fortunate we have
been to have Brian Topping as our hard-hitting President and Leonard (Red) Crewe as C.E.O. and
Vice Chairman.

Red rotates off the Board this year, but his wise counsel and thorough knowledge of our
organization will be preserved on the Executive Committee where he will serve as Past President.

All in all, we have had a good year, and the Chairman on behalf of the Board wishes to
compliment all of the staff for bearing up under the stress of the many activities that have moved
our Society forward into the first rank of state and local Museums and Libraries.

Before closing, I would be remiss if you all here, the total membership and the Trustees, did not
have the opportunity of thanking Red Crewe for so many years of dedicated loyalty to this Society.
Red’s leadership, dedication, financial backing and above all——sound common sense, all blended to
help achieve the real growth and excellence that the Museum and Library of Maryland History
has accomplished over the past fifteen years. Witness that during Red’s tenure as CEO of the
Society, the budget has risen from $250,000 to $1,000,000 (balanced each of the past five years).
Membership has jumped from 5,000 to 7,000. Endowment funds have nearly doubled to $6,500,000.

Even though we are not losing you, Red, all want to say “a thousand thanks” for what you have
accomplished since joining the Gallery Committee in 1970.

J. FIFE SYMINGTON, JR.
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The past year was one of change for the Maryland Historical Society. After more than a decade
of devoted and productive service, Romaine Stec Somerville retired as the Society’s director. The
strength of the professional staff, Trustees, and Council enabled the Society to continue on course.

The Museum and Library each had an excellent year. Under the leadership of Stiles T. Colwill,
Chief Curator, many important new acquisitions were made. Some of the more significant of these
were Richard Caton Woodville’s splendid portrait of Dr. Thomas Edmondson (Michael and Marie
Abrams Memorial Purchase Fund), a rare Maryland silver lemon strainer crafted by Gabriel Lewyn
(John L. Thomas Memorial Fund), and a choice group of six pieces of Maryland furniture (donated
by Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Legum). A major exhibition, Silver in Maryland, 1740-1940, was mounted
under the direction of Jennifer F. Goldsborough, Curator of Silver, and a scholarly catalog by Mrs.
Goldsborough was published simultaneously. During the year two major projects were in progress.
The new installation of the collections of the Radcliffe Maritime Museum was planned and
supervised by Dr. Mary Ellen Hayward, Curator of the Maritime collections. Gregory R. Weidman,
Curator of Furniture, completed her catalogue of Maryland furniture in the Society’s collections.
Publication is scheduled for November of 1984, and the catalog’s arrival will be accompanied by a
special exhibition of a number of the important pieces belonging to the Society.

The Library, under the able direction of William B. Keller, extended service to increased
numbers of users in all three of its divisions. Numerous acquisitions were made to the collections
and several exhibitions were mounted. Of special interest was an exhibition entitled “Maryland’s
Beginnings” which utilized selected documents from the Society’s Calvert Papers. The Eubie Blake
Memorial Collection was formally dedicated, and an important project involving microfilming the
Ridgely Papers was undertaken by the Manuscripts Division.

Throughout the year the construction and planning of the Jack and Arabella Symington
Memorial Library for Maryland Sporting Arts went forward. The Library, given by Jack and
Arabella Symington’s children and their spouses, will become an important new resource for the
Society when it is opened in December of 1984,

The Committee on the Gallery, under the able direction of Mrs. Howard Baetjer II, and the
Committee on the Library, under the strong leadership of Mr. Arthur J. Gutman, supported the
professional staff members in an exemplary manner.

In excellent support of both the Museum and the Library, the Society’s Registrar, Merrill E.
Lavine, supervised outgoing and incoming loan transactions involving nearly 200 institutions and
about 1,100 objects. Over 1,000 new acquisitions also were processed by the Registrar.

Our new Office of Public Programs, which has combined a number of functions, is now running
smoothly. This office handles public relations, our “counties program,” the antiques show, volunteer
coordination, trips and many other special projects. Ann Egerton (Public Relations Director),
Sherri Sweep (Administrator of Public Programs), and Madeline Abramson (Coordinating Secre-
tary), have worked together beautifully. This organizational change should prove of great benefit
in the coming years.

Judith Van Dyke, Director of Education, has reported a successful year. Indeed, the statistics
are most impressive. With three professional staff members and fifty-five volunteers, a total of
22,615 visitors were given tours. Various educational workshops and classes were held. A special
program for radio resulted in the production of forty-three short biographies of Marylanders. Our
Speakers Bureau gave over eighty slide lectures around the state. A number of teachers’ workshops
were held and a new hospital visiting program was inaugurated.

Our Membership Coordinator, Lynn Satterfield, began a reorganization of our membership
operation. A main objective will be an attempt to integrate our efforts in membership with the
work of our Development Office.

The Accounting Department, under the efficient leadership of Mary Lou Jones, Accounting
Manager, and Louis A. Judges, Controller, did a splendid job. Though it is behind the scenes, the
work of our Accounting Department is absolutely essential to the Society. Especially noteworthy
this year was the conversion of our accounting system (about 6200 membership accounts and 800
special ledger accounts) to a computerized system.

Again behind the scenes, but the bedrock upon which our day to day operations rest, the Building
Services Department provided consistent maintenance and security. Kay Timmons, our Building
Services Manager, ably supervised our complex plant. Her assistants, John McHale, Assistant
Manager, and Eugene Marciszewski, Maintenance Engineer, kept our security and upkeep at a
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professional level. We have some continuing difficulty with temperature and humidity control, but
are making progress with this problem.

Beginning just a month before the end of this year, Elizabeth McP. Morgan came to the Society
as Director of Development. Though our success in the endowment campaign represented a major
achievement, our record in annual giving has been poor. Mrs. Morgan will concentrate on this
aspect of fund raising and has made an excellent beginning.

The publication program at the Society remains strong. During the past year, Dr. Gary L.
Browne, as editor of Maryland Historical Magazine, produced four excellent issues. William A.
Sager, Director of Publications, was instrumental in the publication of Jennifer F. Goldsborough’s
fine catalogue on Maryland Silver and in the publication of our excellent Antiques Show catalogue.

The Museum Shop and Book Store again had a banner year. Under the direction of Barbara
Gamse, our shop has been recognized as the finest of its type in the area. The shop not only helps
to support the Society, but of equal importance, it is of great value as an attraction in its own right.
We are indeed fortunate to have Mrs. Gamse as our shop manager.

Perhaps the most positive forward step taken during the past year was the decision to engage
Barbara W. Sarudy as our new Administrative Director. Arriving in June, 1984, Mrs. Sarudy began
a series of administrative and business reforms that will provide major improvements in the
Society’s operations. In terms of our budget and our overall efficiency, these important steps
already have proved most effective.

There were many changes during the past year. The Maryland Historical Society is moving
toward a position that will enable it to grow, to improve, and to better serve the people of Maryland

in the future.
J. JEFFERSON MILLER II
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This past year has been one of substantial change and progress for the Maryland Historical
Society. I must begin by expressing our appreciation for the long and able leadership of our recently
retired Director, Romaine Stec Somerville, and our retiring Vice Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer, Leonard C. Crewe, Jr. Their vision of our role in this community and in the
state and their leadership have brought us the great progress we have enjoyed over the past fifteen
years. Under Romaine’s able leadership, our membership has expanded, our collections have been
properly conserved and attractively displayed, our library has enlarged to provide greater service
to our patrons and our education programs have served hundreds of thousands of schoolchildren
and adults. Romaine has set a high standard of performance to challenge all of us in the future.

Red Crewe has been a driving force, bringing the insight of his entrepreneurial and managerial
skills to strengthen our organization. Red achieved the elusive balance between our income and
our expenses over the years and leaves office with a balanced budget, a growing endowment, and
our unfailing appreciation for his efforts. The Society remains in strong hands as one of our
Trustees, J. Jefferson Miller II, has agreed to serve as our volunteer Acting Director. Jeff is Curator
Emeritus of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. and before his many years at that
museum, he was a member of the bar and a practicing attorney here in Baltimore. We are indeed
fortunate to have someone of Jeff’s stature available to give his vast experience to our diverse
programs, thereby ensuring an orderly transition for all of us.

Our Council and its constituent volunteer committes work with our professional staff to form
the backbone of our Society with volunteers donating thousands of valuable hours to our activities.
Through our volunteer system, we gain access to the vast body of knowledge in our community
and can focus our efforts on those areas of specific interest to our members and the citizens of
Maryland. Some highlights of committee activities illustrate their efforts.

During the past year, the Addresses Committee sponsored two endowed lectures, The William
and Sarah Norris Memorial Lecture on the “Iconography of Edgar Allan Poe” on October 27th and
the Bernard C. Steiner Memorial Lecture given by The Right Honorable Lord Eden of Winton on
March 23rd.

The Education Committee and its fifty-five volunteer tour guides provided tours for more than
22,000 visitors to our Society. Additionally, in honor of the 350th Anniversary of Maryland, the
Committee researched and wrote 43 biographies of “Marylanders who made a difference.” The
scripts were broadcast by Frank Hennessey over WBJC-FM, our national public radio station.

The Genealogy Committee sponsored the first Mid-Atlantic Genealogy Conference, held at the
Pikesville Hilton July 12-14. The Conference drew hundreds of participants from six states and
the District of Columbia.

The Maritime Committee focused its attention last year on the complete reinstallation of the
Maritime Museum. This new exhibit is scheduled to open in early October and should further our
citizens’ awareness of Maryland’s maritime heritage. The Committee also mounted a traveling
exhibit, “Maryland’s Traditional Boat Builders,” throughout the State.

Our Membership Committee reports that we have had a 4% increase in membership since 1983.
This Committee sponsored a day trip to Chestertown which included tours of that city’s many
historic structures.

The Programs Committee presented a musical program and reception commemorating the
acceptance of the Eubie Blake manuscripts and memorabilia on November 18th. During the
Christmas season, it sponsored an afternoon of Christmas music by the choir from St. Michael and
All Angels Church. Finally, on March 17th, it co-sponsored with Preservation Maryland, the fully
subscribed Maryland Day Seminar, “Sites and Sounds of Colonial Maryland.”

Our Publications Committee oversaw two major projects during the year. The first is a new
guidebook to roadside historical markers in Maryland written by Frank Somerville. This guide is
scheduled to go to the printer in December, 1984. The Committee also continued to oversee the
France-Merrick History of Maryland project. Five chapters have now been completed by the
author, Dr. Robert Brugger of the University of Virginia, and have been sent to the Advisory Board
members for review. The book is on schedule and should be completed in 1985.

The Public Relations Committee assisted with media coverage for all of our special programs and
exhibits. We extend special thanks to this committee for their work promoting the silver exhibit.

Our Speakers Bureau gave over 80 talks to 4000 adults and students in ten Maryland counties,
the District of Columbia, and Baltimore City.
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Our Special Projects Committee oversaw the very successful 1984 Maryland Antiques Show and
Sale and is now busily involved in planning the 1985 Antiques Show as well as the 1985 Spring
Auction.

Our Women’s Committee assisted with most of the Society’s special projects, receptions, and
exhibits during the past year. The Committee sponsored trips to Frederick, Washington, and New
York, and co-sponsored a joint Museum Day with the Baltimore Museum of Art. Additionally, the
Committee hosted the Annual Christmas Party and planned a very creative program on Victorian
Gardens, including a luncheon during which, it is rumored, the guests ate the flowers out of the
centerpieces.

Our Library Committee mounted an exhibit, “Maryland’s Beginnings,” 350 years of Maryland
history highlighted by the Society’s collection of Calvert family papers. This Committee also
oversaw the construction of the Jack and Arabella Symington Memorial Library for Maryland
Sporting Arts, which will open this December. Additionally, the Library Committee continued its
program to make our collections of reference materials, maps, manuscripts, and prints and
photographs more accessible to our patrons.

Our Annual Giving Committee met most of its targets for this past year and reports a 40%
increase in gifts received from individual members.

Finally, the Gallery Committee culminated a decade of planning with the critically-acclaimed
exhibition “Silver in Maryland.” This exhibition included over 575 objects from seventy lenders
nationwide. It featured many objects from the Society’s permanent silver collection and traced the
history of silversmithing in Maryland. The Committee reviewed the 545 objects from our collection
lent to sixty-seven institutions including the Baltimore Museum of Art, the Whitney Museum of
American Art, the White House, the National Portrait Gallery, the Walters Art Gallery, the
Virginia Museum, and the National Academy of Design. This Committee reviewed and accessioned
over 1,000 individual objects into the Collection, ranging from architectural drawings to portraits.
The Committee authorized several significant purchases including the Richard Caton Woodville
portrait of Dr. Thomas Edmondson and the historically significant 1634 Calvert medallion. Both
of these purchases were made possible through the Dr. Michael and Marie Abrams Memorial
Purchase Fund.

I have tried to keep these comments as brief as possible; and in doing so, I am sure I have
overlooked many other significant contributions of both volunteers and staff. But, here you have
at least a flavor of our varied activities. Let me close by saying that I have personally enjoyed this
past year and the opportunity it has given me to work closely with Romaine, Red, our dedicated
staff, and our many active volunteers.

Thank you.

BriaN B. TopPING
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With grateful appreciation, we list those members and friends who have made contributions to the

Society from July 1, 1983 to June 30, 1984.

BENEFACTORS

Baltimore Gas & Electric Co.

Alex. Brown & Sons

Bruce Ford Brown Charitable Trust

Buckingham School of Frederick County

C & P Telephone Company

Commercial Credit Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo G. Decker, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Fine

Jacob and Annita France Foundation
Mr. Robert G. Merrick, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Kingdon Gould

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Goodbar

Irvin Greif Foundation, Inc.

Howard Head

Mr. and Mrs. Walter G. Lohr

The Maryland Genealogical Society

Mercantile-Safe Deposit & Trust Co.

The Lloyd E. Mitchell Foundation

The Mullan Foundation

Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver

The Duane and Clementine Peterson Fund

Price Waterhouse & Co.

Henry and Ruth Blaustein Rosenberg Founda-
tion

Mr. and Mrs. Jacques T. Schlenger

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Shapiro

Mr. and Mrs. Truman T. Semans

George L. Small

Mr. and Mrs. J. Fife Symington

Mary Ringgold Trippe

U.S.F. & G. Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Weller

ASSOCIATES

AAI Corporation

Mrs. Howard Baetjer 11

Bethlehem Steel Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Cole, Jr.
Coulter Fabrics, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Coulter

Ferdinand Eberstadt Fund, Inc.
Equitable Bank, N.A.

Exxon Company, U.S.A.

Mr. and Mrs. L. McLane Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. E. Phillips Hathaway

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Hopkins

Harley W. Howell Charitable Foundation
E. F. Hutton and Company

The John J. Leidy Foundation, Inc.
Merrill Lynch Pierce Fenner & Smith, Inc.
Monumental Corporation

PHH Group Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Paca V

Mr. and Mrs. Brice Phillips

T. Rowe Price Associates, Inc.
Savings Bank of Baltimore

Frank G. Schenuit Foundation

The Schluderberg Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund A. Stanley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Symington
Tate Industries

Florence H. Trupp

Union Trust Charitable Trust, Inc.
Venable, Baetjer and Howard

Mr. and Mrs. John Campbell White
William Cushing Whitridge

SPONSORS

Amoco Oil Company

Dr. David Bimestefer & Myrna Hurd
Edith B. Bonsal

John E. Boulais

Broadview Management, Inc.

Mary Cadwalader

The Carski Foundation

Casey, Miller, Kornblatt & Burns, Inc.
Citicorp Financial, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Colwill

DP Associates, Inc.

Leslie B. Disharoon

Dorothy L. Dorman

Rhoda M. Dorsey

John L. Due

Mrs. Edward K. Dunn

Eastmet Foundation, Inc.

First National Bank of Maryland
The Fleischmann Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Freeling
Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Garland, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Gutman

The Hecht-Levi Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Matthew W. Hirsh

Eugenia Calvert Holland

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Hollander, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. E. Ralph Hostetter
IBM Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Keller
Kirk-Stieff Company

Mr. and Mrs. Paul J. Lambdin

The W. Wallace Lanahan, Jr., Fund
Lee Electric Company

Henry H. Lewis Contractors, Inc.
Lime Kiln Valley Foundation

R. E. Linder Steel Erection Company
Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation
Maryland Casualty Company
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Mr. and Mrs. H. Benthall Marshall
McCorquodale Holdings, Inc.

Samuel Howard McCoy I1

Robert G. Merrick, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. E. Kirkbride Miller

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Jefferson Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony R. Morgenthau
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Naylor

Mrs. John W. Nicol

John M. O’Conor

Mrs. D. William S. Parker

Polk Audio, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Morton E. Rome
Donald B. Scott

Mrs. James W. Seiler

The Joseph Smelkinson Foundation
Society of the Cincinnati of Maryland
Mrs. Gideon N. Stieff

Kathryn E. Sullivan

Sun Life Insurance Company

Mr. and Mrs. Francis S. Taliaferro
Dr. and Mrs. R. Carmichael Tilghman
Mr. and Mrs. Brian B. Topping

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Trimble
United Auto Workers, Region #8
Eloise J. Weatherly

Western Electric Corporation
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
Mrs. Benjamin D. Williams
Ella-Kate Wilson

PATRONS

Mrs. Leon Adler

Alcolac, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Warde Allan

Dr. Ann H. Allison

Annual Giving Committee
Arthur Anderson & Company
Mrs. Paul S. Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Avirett II
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Awalt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Ayres
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Baker, Jr.
Mrs. Joseph D. Baker, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Baldwin
Mr. and Mrs. Rignal W. Baldwin
Baltimore Federal Savings and Loan Assn.
Joseph A. Bank Clothiers, Inc.
Gregory H. Barnhill

Anna S. Beckman

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bentley
Mr. and Mrs. J. Pierre Bernard
William R. Bishop, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Morton K. Blaustein
William G. Bodenstein

Cornelius Combs Bond

Rev. John W. Bowen, S.S.

Mr. and Mrs. C. Keating Bowie

Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. J. Dorsey Brown III
Mrs. Edwin Nash Broyles

Mrs. Frederick W. Brune

Mary R. Brush

Mrs. E. H. Burgess

David Callard

Mr. and Mrs. Brodnax Cameron, Jr.
Mrs. C. G. Carey

Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Chait
Chesapeake Life Insurance Company
W. E. Chesson

S. M. Christhilf & Sons, Inc.

P. Mitchell Coale

Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Cobb

Mrs. Jesse C. Coggins

Colonial Dames of America

Mr. and Mrs. Howard H. Conaway
John S. Connor, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Grafflin Cook, Jr.
Coopers & Lybrand

Albert H. Cousins, Jr.

Clinton Riggs Daly

Edwin A. Daniels

Dr. and Mrs. W. Curtis C. Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Davison
Rosalee Davison

John Deere Industrial Equipment, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mathias J. DeVito
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. DeVries
Mrs. Lowell Russell Ditzen

Mrs. George W. Dobbin, Jr.

Mrs. Roy F. Dodd

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Dodge
Charles E. Doll

T. Marshall Duer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Earle
Eastern Shore Society of Baltimore
Edmunds and Hyde, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerson G. Eisenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. English
Mr. and Mrs. Palmer L. Estes
Charles C. E. Evans, Jr.

Donald R. Farber

Dr. and Mrs. Robert E. Farber

Mr. and Mrs. P. W, Filby

Mr. and Mrs. David Fisher

Harry Ford II

Fred’s, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. G. Ross French

Dr. and Mrs. William F. Fritz
Eliza Coale Funk

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. Gardiner
Genealogical Publishing Company
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Dixon Gibbs
Mrs. David C. Gibson

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Ginder
Elizabeth Glascock

The Honorable and Mrs. Louis L. Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. Gompf
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Charlotte Ober Goodwin

Kingdon Gould, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Green, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Griswold III
Gruman Aerospace Corporation
Albert Gunther, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Gutierrez
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer R. Haile, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. John S. Haines

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Halle

The Hampshire Foundation

Mary Emma Holley Hargrave

Earl V. Harrell

Alfred C. Harrison, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Harrison
Dr. and Mrs. A. McGehee Harvey
William B. F. Hax

Mr. and Mrs. Louis G. Hecht

Mrs. Samuel M. Hecht

George W. Helfrich

Hendler Philanthropic Fund

Mr. and Mrs. E. Mason Hendrickson
Mr. and Mrs. T. Hughlett Henry, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Hesse
Hilgartner Natural Stone Company
Himmelrich Fund, Inc.

Hilda K. Himmelrich

Mr. and Mrs. Amos T. Holland
Eugenia Calvert Holland

Charles A. Porter Hopkins

Mrs. Charles Tilghman Howard
Richard H. Howland

Mr. and Mrs. C. Brooks Hubbert
Frederick M. Hudson

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh C. Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hurst
Independent Can Company

Harry Z. Isaacs

I. C. Isaacs and Company, Inc.

Mrs. Richard Jackson

William S. James

Colonel Cecil Carey Jarman

Henry W. Jenkins and Sons Company
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Johnson
Eugene C. Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Reverdy Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne V. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Denwood N. Kelly
Henry R. Kelly

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Kerns, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey B. Kershaw, Jr.
Robert B. Kershaw

Walter H. Kidd

Kidder, Peabody and Company

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy E. Kirby

Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Kline
Elizabeth R. Knapp

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick R. Knoop, Jr.
Martin G. Knott

Koppers Company, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. William G. Kouwenhoven
Dorothy B. Krug

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond J. Krul

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick W. Lafferty
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur G. Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Barron P. Lambert
Carlyle J. Lancaster

Mrs. Ashby M. Larmore

Jeffrey Legum

Mr. and Mrs. Lester S. Levy

Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Walker Lewis

L. J. Link, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Maddux III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles B. Major
Roger N. Mangels

Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Marbury
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Marbury
Dr. Bayly E. Marks

Mrs. J. Sinclair Marks

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Martel

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. Masius

Mr. and Mrs. Calvert C. McCabe, Jr.
McCarthy-Hicks, Inc.

Mrs. Robert H. McCauley, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Ellice McDonald, Jr.
Thomas W. McElhiney

Mr. and Mrs. J. Rieman McIntosh
Mr. and Mrs. Gaines McMillan

Mr. and Mrs. John 1L.. McShane

Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Meledin

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Melton

Mr. and Mrs. John Merryman, Jr.
Joseph Meyerhoff

Mrs. J. Smith Michael

Robert E. Michel

James R. Miller, Jr.

Robert E. Millett

Moldcraft, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry W. Momberger
Mr. and Mrs. E. Scott Moore

Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall Morgan
W. Griffin Morrel, Jr.

Harry D. Myerburg

Mr. and Mrs. Charles M. Nes, Jr.
Northeastern Signs, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Offutt

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Owen
Elisabeth C. G. Packard

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy E. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Passano
Mrs. William B. Patterson

Mrs. C. Dexter Pennington

Martha Ann Peters

Mr. and Mrs. Walter D. Pinkard
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert R. Preston, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William N. S. Pugh
Queen Anne’s County Historical Society
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Mr. and Mrs. George M. Radcliffe

Adrian P. Reed

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Reese

Mr. and Mrs. Paul V. Renoff

Ruth F. Rickert

Mr. and Mrs. Orlando Ridout IV

Mrs. James H. Riefle, Jr.

Riggs, Distler and Company, Inc.

Mary Bartlett Riggs

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Riggs, Jr.

Richard C. Riggs, Sr.

Dr. Edwin G. Riley

Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Rittenhouse

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy M. Rodgers

Marie R. Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Rouse

Ella Rowe

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Rumford II

Safeco Title Insurance Company

Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Scarlett, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schamu

Samuel Schapiro and Company, Inc.

Mary P. Scheeler

Hildegarde H. Scheidegger

Mr. and Mrs. Otto K. Schmied

Donald P. Seibert

Mrs. Joseph W, Sener, Jr.

Regina B. Shepperd

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Sherwood

The Shipleys of Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Shortall

Sidney R. Silber

Sons of American Revolution, Maryland
Chapter

Frances F. Smith

Christian P. Sorenson

Lucy F. Spedden

Samuel Spencer

LCDR Gladys M. Sperrle, USN

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Sprinkle

Mr. and Mrs. George A. Stewart, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Latimer S. Stewart

Mrs. Charles C. Stieff II

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Stradtner

Vernon F. Stricklin

Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. J. Royall Tippett

VanSant, Dugdale and Company

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Turner, Jr.

WBAL-TV

Mr. and Mrs. W. Bradley Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Walton, Sr.

The Warm Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. J. Elmer Weisheit

Mrs. Frank H. Weller, Sr.

Dr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wetmore

Henry C. Wheelwright

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon H. Wiesand

Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Wilson

W.H.C. Wilson and Company

Matthew M. Wise

Nancy W. Wise

Georgia M. Withers

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Wollon, Jr.

Woman’s Eastern Shore Society of Maryland
Women’s Committee

Mr. and Mrs. H. Graham Wood

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Zimmerman, Jr.

CONTRIBUTORS

Irene Call Addicks

Mr. and Mrs. J. Howard Adkins
Mr. and Mrs. Frank N. Aldrich

Dr. and Mrs. Aristides C. Alevizatos
William H. Alexander

Mr. and Mrs. G. C. A. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. J. Lyman Anderson, Jr.
Mrs. G. Maxwell Armor, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Armstrong
Armacost-Dorsey Antiques

John M. Armstrong

Richard P. Baer III

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Baetjer, Jr.
Thomas H. G. Bailliere, Jr.

Charles A. Baker

Mr. and Mrs. Ludlow H. Baldwin
Rhoda L. Baldwin

Baltimore Aircoil, Inc.

Mrs. M. F. Barada

Ms. Patricia Beall and Norman G. Bac
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Beck, Jr.
Joseph DeVries Beckley

D. Randall Beirne

Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Bell, Jr.
Alice P. Bennett

Howard G. Benson

Mr. and Mrs. James Benson

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Berdann
Robert L. Berney

Mrs. Marcus M. Bernstein, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul L. Berry

George Albaugh Billingslea

Mr. and Mrs. Carter Birely

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Black

Gary Neil Blevins

Edna Mae A. Blind

Naomi Dagen Bloom

Laura E. Boice

Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun Bond

Dr. John E. Bordley

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin A. Brewer
Thomas R. Brookes, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney J. Brooks, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. H. Barksdale Brown
Mrs. Richard J. Brown

V. W. Brown Insurance Service, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Walter B. Buck
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Dr. and Mrs. James Bullard

E. La Claire Bunke

Mr. and Mrs. John S. Burgan

Julia T. Burleigh

Charles Melvin Burnham

E. Lucile Burns

Mary E. Busch

Dr. Arthur Merrick Bushey

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Busick

W. D. Byron and Sons, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. Cadwalader
Mr. Nixon A. Camper

Mr. and Mrs. Omar R. Carrington
Dr. Edward C. Carter II

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Case
Mrs. Dudley I. Catzen

Larry Wayne Cave

Charles E. Chambers

James P. Chapman

Mr. and Mrs. S. Vannort Chapman
Patricia Charache

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Chase, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Ferdinand E. Chatard
Brice M. Clagett

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Claggett

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde M. Clapp

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Clark

Sara N. Clarke

Mrs. William B. Clatanoff

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin C. Cobourn
Mr. and Mrs. Blair H. Cochrane
Mr. and Mrs. George R. Cole

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Coleman
Concord Associates, Inc.

Dr. and Mrs. Charles H. Conley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George Constable
Margaret H. Cooke

Mrs. Levin Cooper

The Copeland Family

Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Coudon

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Coughlin, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Cox

Mrs. W. K. Cromwell

Mr. and Mrs. David Crowder

W. H. Dale

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Dallam

W. Page Dame

Mr. Charles C. Daniel

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Davies

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Davies
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest T. Davis

Mr. and Mrs. H. Chase Davis, Jr.
Helene M. Davis

Helen Rose Dawson

Dr. Lillian D. Dearing

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph L. DeGroff
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond P. DeLano, Jr.
Frieda A. Dempsey

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Desimone

Brig. Gen. and Mrs. James Devereux
Dr. and Mrs. Delbert R. Dick

Mrs. Edwin J. Dickerson

Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Dinning III
Mr. and Mrs. Norton Dodge

Dr. Martin W. Donner

Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Dorrance
Daniel B. Dugan

Dr. and Mrs. Hammond J. Dugan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Dulany
Mr. and Mrs. Acheson J. Duncan
Mr. Blanton C. Duncan

J. A. Brown Dunning, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Bert T. Edwards
Catherine M. Eggers

Charles E. Ellicott, Jr.

Eric L. Engelberg

Gilbert Paul Ermer

Mrs. Henry C. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. Carl N. Everstine
Sara L. Faidley and Alice L. Geyer
Mrs. A. Douglas Farquhar

Eugene M. Feinblatt

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Felton

J. H. Filbert, Inc.

Luke W. Finlay

Mrs. George C. Finney

Mr. and Mrs. Charles O. Fisher
Mary Jean Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Pierce J. Flanigan
Charles J. Fleury

Mr. and Mrs. Bliss Forbush, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. W. Byron Forbush
Betty M. Forsyth

Mrs. Arthur D. Foster, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Giraud V. Foster
Hazel Ann Fox

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Freedman
Victor Frenkil

Mr. Donald T. Fritz

Mrs. Hans Froelicher, Jr.

Warner Fruehauf Trailer Company
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas K. Galvin, Jr.
Mrs. Charles S. Garland, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur C. Garner
Joan W. Gatewood

Dr. and Mrs. Carson Gibb

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Gillett

Mr. and Mrs. Allan M. Gladding
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie E. Goldsborough, Jr.
Louise Gore

Mrs. Henry R. Granger

Mr. and Mrs. Howard H. Green
Mrs. James W. Green

Mrs. Thomas M. Green

Mrs. Randall Hagner Greenlee
William H. Greer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Riggs Griffith IV
Mr. and Mrs. Norman M. Gurevich
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Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hagen

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Hall

Mrs. Adolf L. Hamburger

Mr. and Mrs. Henry L. Hammond
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Handwerk
Mr. and Mrs. John C: Handy
Clarence B. Hanson

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Hardiman
Harford Refrigeration Company
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goodloe Harper
Mr. and Mrs. W. Hall Harris 111
Mr. and Mrs. James Harryman
Katherine A. Harvey

Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Harwood 111
Mrs. Philip S. Heisler

Elizabeth Hellman

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Herman
Mrs. William Rogers Herod

Karol A. Hess and Family

Edgar G. Heyl

Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Hicks II
Oliver W. Higgs

Pauline T. Hobbs

Katharine McLane Hoffman
Thomas J. Holloday

Mrs. F. L. Holloway

Mrs. Arthur Hooper

Charlotte K. Hooper

Mrs. Robert M. Hopkins

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers Birnie Horgan
Hottman Edwards Advertising
Mrs. Stanley L. Howard

Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomas Howell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Hubatka III
Mrs. John A. Hugg, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Hunt
David H. Hunter

Mr. and Mrs. Eliot P. Hurd

Main Hurdman

Olga K. Hutchins

Mr. and Mrs. Carle A. Jackson

F. H. Jencks

Mr. and Mrs. George S. Jenkins
Dr. and Mrs. J. T. H. Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall P. Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Johnston
Hon. and Mrs. Lewis R. Jones
Mary Lou Kaestner

Mr. and Mrs. Birch A. Kailer

Mr. and Mrs. Donald A. Kary

Mr. and Mrs. Shakman Katz

Mr. and Mrs. Walter T. Kees

J. Sydney King

Mr. and Mrs. Lester B. Kinnamon
Mrs. Raymond A. Kirby

Mrs. Lloyd Kirkley

Mr. and Mrs. J. Walter Kirkman
Joetta Koppenhoefer

Anna Kivasznay

Matilda C. Lacey
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Wade Laisy
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Lansburgh
Sen. and Mrs. Julian L. Lapides
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Latrobe 111
Mrs. Rodney M. Layton
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon P. Leaverton
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Legum
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin B. Lehnert
Frances G. Leilich
Jeffrey A. Levitt
Rev. and Mrs. Justus Liesmann
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Linthicum
Mrs. William M. Loesch
Mrs. W. Carl Lohmeyer
Walter Lord
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Lowenthal
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard D. Lunch
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Machen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Machen
Mr. and Mrs. James B. Maginnis
Mrs. Charles Marburg
Mr. and Mrs. F. Grainger Marburg
Camille S. Marie
Robert A. Marmet
Mrs. Robert M. Marshall, Sr.
Maryland State Society,

Daughters of the Revolution
Mr. and Mrs. Louis P. Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian L. McCardell
Dr. and Mrs. H. Berton McCauley
Mr. and Mrs. J. Sheridan McClees, Jr.
Richard C. McComas
F. Moran McConihe
John W. McGrain, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. McKean
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett L. McKown
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Mead
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas B. Merryman
Mr. and Mrs. Walter U. Messner
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick E. Meyett
Mrs. Clarence W. Miles
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Miller, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. David 1. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Fred M. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Karl E. Miller
Mzr. and Mrs. Donald C. Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mitchell
Mrs. Lieze S. Moffett
Bernard Patrick Mooney
Dr. and Mrs. J. Raymond Moore, dJr.
Kenneth R. Moore
Mrs. Richard A. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Moore
H. Russell Morrison, dJr.
Dr. and Mrs. Harold E. Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Moses
Mrs. R. G. Mowbray
Mueller Associates
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Mr. and Mrs. John B. Munnikuysen
Mrs. Ogden Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Nassauer

National League of American Penwomen,

Baltimore Branch
Mrs. Lawrence A. Naylor, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Edmund A. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Nicholas
Mrs. Emory H. Niles
Dr. Dorothy L. Noble
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph J. Northdurft
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Nuttle
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Ober
Dr. and Mrs. Charles O’Donovan 111
Eleanor W. O'Neil
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas R. O’'Rourk
Mr. and Mrs. Kaufman Ottenheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Parvis
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Passano, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. John T. Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Patz
Michael J. Peach
M. Carol Pearson
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Pendleton
Mrs. Elliott H. Pennell
Mrs. Nicholas G. Penniman 111
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Perin
Rev. Joseph F. Perkins
Thomas P. Perkins III
Leland H. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Pistell
Rebecca P. Placek
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Powell
Mr. and Mrs. W. James Price
Mr. and Mrs. W. Bowen Quillin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Randall
F. Garner Ranney
Mrs. Addison Reese
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Reiter
Mr. and Mrs. Stanislav Rembski
Robert H. Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Reynolds, Jr.
M. Eleanor Rice
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Riehl 111
Mr. and Mrs. Francis C. Rienhoff
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Rienhoff III
Mrs. Augustus Riggs
Anne Byron Riley
Mr. and Mrs. Markus Ring
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Rittenhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lee Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Roberts
Rob Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Grafton D. Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. C. Bennett Rose

Benedict L. Rosenberg Insurance Company

Mrs. Henry Rosenberg
Rosen’s Liquors, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Rothschild

The Rouse Company

Lois H. Rowland

Mr. and Mrs. Horace V. Rumsey
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Rush
Jean B. Russo

Judith S. Sachwald

Mr. and Mrs. Jerome A. Sader
Stephen Edwin Sanford

Mr. and Mrs. Thorndike Saville, Jr.
Mrs. Raymond G. Scarlett

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Schumm
The Honorable William D. Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Schapiro
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne S. Schelle

Dr. and Mrs. Sidney Scherlis

Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Schnering
Dr. and Mrs. William S. Schmidt
Dorothy Mcllvain Scott

Mr. and Mrs. L. P. Scriggins

Mr. and Mrs. Harry H. Semmes, Jr.
Mary J. Shaab

Mrs. Charles H. Sheetz, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Shippen
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Shriver, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Campbell Shriver, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph N. Shumate
Herbert Siegel

Phyllis Siegel

Mr. and Mrs. William W. Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Simpson
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce C. Sinclair-Smith
Mr. Frederick J. Singley, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Cameron Slack
Albert H. Small

Mr. and Mrs. Holton R. Small

Jess Joseph Smith, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Smith, Jr.
Katherine A. Smith

Mrs. Olcott D. Smith

Phyllis J. Smith

Dr. and Mrs. W. Meredith Smith, Jr.
Mrs. William T. Snyder

Mr. and Mrs. F. P. L. Somerville
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Somerville
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sondheim, Jr.
Southern States Cooperative, Inc.
Lois W. Spinks

James H. Starkey, Jr.

Mrs. Paul E. Steger, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Stellman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Clinton P. Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Stevens
Robert Stinson

Dr. and Mrs. John F. Strahan
William Richard Surratt

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter C. Sutherland

Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Kenneth S. Sweany

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Sweeney
Betty Ann Sweet
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. David Testa

C. C. Tharp

Mrs. Colin J. S. Thomas

Doris D. Thomas

Patricia Andre Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Thomas
Helene Thompson

Hon. and Mrs. Roszel C. Thomsen
Brig. Gen. and Mrs. W. D. Tigertt

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Tilghman, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Norris W. Tingle
Mrs. I. Ridgeway Trimble

William C. Trimble, Jr.

Bernard C, Trueschler

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. B. Tubman
Dr. Thomas B. Turner

United Daughters of the Confederacy
Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Van Lennep

Mr. and Mrs. Walter H. Verdier

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Vickery, Jr.
B. Von Paris and Sons, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles L. Wagandt II
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Wagman, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Wagner, Jr.
Albert H. Walker

Dr. and Mrs. Patrick C. Walsh

Mr. and Mrs. Semmes G. Walsh

Mr. and Mrs. George B. P. Ward
Mrs. Thomas Ward

Margaret C. Warnken

Mr. and Mrs. G. Luther Washington
L. Byrne Waterman

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K. Watson
John A. Weaver

OTHERS

Mrs. H. J. Weber

Elizabeth Weigle

Dr. and Mrs. Gibson J. Wells

Paul E. Welsh

Michael Wettach

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence R. Wharton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Herman S. Wheat

Dr. and Mrs. Asher A. White

Mrs. Charles W. Williams

Dr. and Mrs. Huntington Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Henry B. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. William L. Wilson, Jr.
Philip R. Winebrener

Walter L. Winkenwerder

Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun Winton
Hon. and Mrs. Harrison L. Winter
Emily B. Wirth

Vivian D. Wiser

Gerald Wolf

Edward F. R. Wood, Jr.

Mrs. M. Cabell Woodward

Anne Winstead Woody

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Yellott, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis N. Yingling
Ann Griffith Young

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Young
Charles R. Young

Mr. and Mrs. Norman C. Youskauskas
The Zamoiski Foundation

C. R. Zarfoss

Dr. Joseph W. Zebley, Jr.

Frank A. Zimmerman

Margaret Zipp

H. L. Williamson

We are deeply grateful to the many individuals, not listed above, who generously supported the
Society with contributions in amounts up to fifty dollars.

In Memory of

Norman Rukert, Sr.
Donald W. Carroll

Dr. Ferdinand E. Chatard

T. Marshall Duer, Jr.

John G. Earle

William B. Matthews

J. Sheridan McClees, Jr.

Rolfe Pottberg
George Radcliffe
Charles E. Scarlett III
Dr. Roy O. Scholz

L. Byrne Waterman
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GIFTS TO THE

COLLECTION—LIBRARY

Katherine B. Adams
Arkansas History Commission
Mrs. William T. Armacost
Roy Ashman

Baltimore City Archives
Baltimore City School Board
Baltimore Museum of Art
Lynne Jones-Bateman
Herbert C. Baxley

Neil R. Bernstein

Estate of Dora S. Bosley
Mrs. Biays S. Bowerman
George W. Bramble

Jean K. Brandau

Marjorie Breit

John Brennan

Theodore L. Brownyard
Ellen Brozoska

Robert J. Buettner

Mrs. Donald C. Caldwell
Calvert Marine Museum
Anna M. Cartlidge
Ferdinand E. Chatard
Alan Christian

Cincinnati Historical Society
Mrs. Francis Ciotola

Mrs. R. L. Cockey
Charles E. Cole

The College Club

Eleanor F. Cone
Connecticut Historical Society
Stephen M. Cooper
Walter R. Cosdon

Col. Bentley Courtenay
Mrs. Loring A. Cover, Jr.
W. Kennedy Cromwell
Alice Diggs Estate
Howard Downing

Ruth T. Dryden

Rev. Thomas C. Edwards
Mrs. Stuart Egerton
William T. Eickelberg
Mrs. Evelyne L. Emmart
C. Walter England

Mrs. Margaret Ferguson
P. William Filby

Mrs. J. R. S. Fisher

Mrs. Joseph F. Flanagan
Norman E. Fryer, Jr.

M. Adaire Garmhausen
Mrs. Mae D. Garner
Robert A. Gennings
William & Martha Giggard
Gilman School

Harry Gipe

Samuel L. Greenwalt
Mrs. William Griffiths
Mr. and Mrs. Louis I. Grindol
Robert Goldman
Douglas H. Gordon

Mrs. Jessica Goss

Guild of Flower Artisans
Arthur J. Gutman
Sophie Jean Brown Hall
A. Thomas Hallowell
Mrs. June C. Hartwell
Mrs. Charles Harris

E. Haviland

Ruth Hayes

Albert Hendler

Clement S. Henry
Herbert Hoover Library
Louise Kerr Hines
Graham R. Hodges

Jean Hofmeister
Thomas L. Hollowak
John R. Hoover

Hope Farm Press & Bookshop
George J. Horvath, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V. Huntsberry

Lester L. Jackson

Mrs. Macgill James

Mrs. Gertrude Jensen
Richard Kaminski

John H. Kazanjian

Rev. Robert L. Keesler

Bob Keith

C. E. Kellam

Denwood Kelly

Mariam Winder-Kelly
Elizabeth C. Kfoury

Isabel Klots

Dorothy C. Knoff

Mrs. Harvey W. Korpman
Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Kroneberger
Erik Kvalsvik

Mrs. Thomas Ladson
Lillian Laird

Mrs. Harold J. Lawlor
Lester S. Levy

Rev. Charles Lightner
Elizabeth Emory Little
Mrs. Robert F. Loetell
Louie’s Bookstore Cafe, Inc.
A. F. Machemer

Estate of R. McGill Mackall
Henry Madden

C. Philip Manger

Francis C. Marbury
Barbara M. Marino

Maryland Department of Transportation

Maryland Genealogical Society
Maryland Geological Survey
Maryland Historical Press
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The Maryland Historical Society’s Eubie Blake

Memorial Collection records the achievements of a

unique personality in the history of the American
musical theater.

Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Magazine

Maryland State Archives

Senator Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.
George G. McCarthy

Sheridan McClees

James B. McCurley, Jr.

David G. McDonald

Francis M. McGlannan

Walter H. McIntosh

Mary Michael

Mrs. William R. Miller

Katherine Missing

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Mitsos
William G. D. Morrison

J. F. Moulton, Jr.

Mrs. Rowland H. Mulford

Mrs. Thomas Mumford

Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts
Museum of the City of New York
National Trust for Historic Preservation
Henry A. Naylor, Jr.

Margaret Neal

George F. Needham III

Mrs. George Parkhurst

Peabody Institute Library

Mrs. Laurence Peacock

Mrs. Harrison W. Pells

John A. Pentz

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum
Commission

Hunter M. Pilkinton

C. Gordon Pitt

Jessie Poesch

Ralph E. Pumphrey

RM & D Public Relations

Elizabeth M. Ray

A. Hester Rich

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Rich

Henry W. Rigby

Mary Jane Rennie

Grafton D. Rogers

Charles T. Roland

Thomas E. Rosser

Ella Rowe

Norman Rukert, Sr.

Carolyn Jones Russell

Kenneth Rutherford

Louis E. Shecter

Marc H. Shecter

Shecter & Levin

Mrs. R. Dorsey Scherer

Mildred C. Schoch

Schroder Bicentenial Fund

Jeanne Schwalje

Janet Schwartz

Harry S. Scott

Mrs. William G. Shannon

Mrs. Clifford Shaw

John A. Sherman

Frances D. Skinner

Jesse Slingluff

Society of American Archivists

Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogy Society

A. M. Spamer

Strawbridge Shrine Association

Emily R. Stiffler

Karen A. Stuart

Mrs. W. W. Symington

A. Vernon Taylor

Edwin DeFrain Taylor

Richard B. Taylor

Virgil Taylor

Edward P. Thatcher

Estate of James D. Tilghman

Mrs. Florence Hendler Trupp

Donald H. Tschudy

U.S. Customs Service

U.S. Geodetic Survey

U.S. Geological Survey

U.S. Senate Historical Office

Mrs. Frank C. Wachter

Mrs. J. B. Waldsachs

Washington County Free Library

Washington County Museum of Fine Arts

Betty Weihrer

James W. Weil
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William B. Welling

Westmoreland County Historical Society
John W. Wilmer

Thomas J. C. Williams

Mrs. James Willinghouse

Mrs. Leslie S. Wilson, Jr.

Estate of Elizabeth Woodville

Andrew Young

Candy Daggett Young

Margaret Zipp

GIFTS TO THE
COLLECTION—GALLERY

Edward P. Albaugh

Mrs. C. Norman Andreae, Jr.
Martin Azola

Baltimore City Department of Public Works
Orton Begner

Mrs. John Bergland, Jr.

K. Virginia Betzold

Harriet Elizabeth Bishop
Margaret Witte Bishop

Mrs. John E. Bordley

Mrs. Holmes Boyd

The Misses Buchanan

Mrs. H. Leroy Carter, Jr.

Mrs. William Albert Clayland
College Club, Inc.

Stiles T. Colwill

Fonrose Condict

Stephen Cooper

Mrs. Loring Cover

Mrs. Grace Clusman

Jean Day

Mrs. Gladys S. Day

Mrs. Daniel D. deButts

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Dennis, Jr.
Ruth Donaldson

Mrs. Henry Eliason

Mrs. Robert B. Gelder
William A. Graham, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gutman
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Handwerk
Eugenia C. Holland

Bryden B. Hyde

Julia Penchin Ingle

Stanley Keyser

Louis B. Kohn II

Mr. and Mrs. John Edward Koontz
Mrs. William G. Kouwenhoven
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Legum
William Albert Lewis
Elizabeth Emory Little
Caroline L. Lycett

Estate of Inez C. Malone

Mrs. William R. Miller

Mrs. Julius Ernest Meire

Ida Moore

Mrs. George Needham III

Mrs. E. Stisser Owen

Mrs. Tilghman Owen

Nicholas G. Penniman IV

Mrs. Roger Powers

Margaret Pusey

Mrs. William G. Rhoten

W. C. Robinson, Jr.

Mrs. Raymond G. Scarlett

Mrs. Maurice Schwartzman
Mrs. Philip P. Smith, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Somerville
Mrs. William E. Spehnkouch
Mrs. Campbell Lloyd Stirling
Mrs. Worth Sprunt

Mrs. Felix Sullivan

Edward P. Thatcher

Mrs. W. H. DeCoursey Tilghman
Donald H. Tschudy

Mrs. J. Carroll Tulloss

Uplands Home for Church Women
Waterbury Companies, Inc.
Mrs. George William Waterman
Elizabeth Woodville

GIFTS TO THE
COLLECTION—
MARITIME MUSEUM

Atlantic Marketing and Management Services
Baltimore Salvage Depot
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Beck

The Calvert Presentation Medal, ca. 1632, purchased
with funds from the Dr. Michael and Marie Abrams
Memorial Purchase Fund.
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Belt’s Wharf Warehouses, Inc.
Mrs. Elizabeth Brizendine
Stevens Dana Bunker

S. Vannort Chapman

Dr. Ferdinand E. Chatard

T. Marshall Duer, Jr.

Mrs. Henry C. Eliason

Mr. and Mrs. Louis G. Hecht
Mrs. Herman A. Hobelmann
Robert C. Keith

Virginia B. Leimbach

Loyola Federal Foundation, Inc.
Robert E. Michel

John D. Moore

Rolfe Pottberg

George and Augusta Radcliffe
Marion Steuart Smith

Harry T. Sting

Mrs. C. Telfair, Jr.

L. Byrne Waterman

Mr. and Mrs. Haratio Hall Whitridge
The Women’s Maritime Club of Baltimore, Inc.
Michael C. Wootton

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Mary C. Bowers

K. Virginia Betzold

Edith Boyer

Patricia Bozarth

Mrs. Jesse C. Coggins

James F. Colwill

Mr. and Mrs. Bryson Cook
Mrs. William Kouwenhoven
Graeme S. Easson

Ellsworth H. D’Unger

Aurel Gleason

Gilbert Goodman

Mrs. William C. Gumm
James W. Gunn

Mrs. Edith Gorsuch Onion
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gutman
Mrs. Nathan Herman

Mrs. Herman A. Hobelmann
Margaret E. Holliday

Mrs. Jay Katz

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hecht
David Lehman

Mrs. Scott B. Leitch

Ruth E. Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Riggs, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Rose
Mrs. Webb Seibold

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Towner
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Townshend, Jr.
John Wright

Margaret Zipp

Mrs. Solomon S. Hack
Marian B. Spielman

Mr. and Mrs. F. P. L. Somerville
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SPECIAL PROJECTS—
ANTIQUES SHOW
AND SALE

Benefactors and Sponsors

Mrs. Aristides C. Alevizatos
Gregory H. Barnhill

J. Carter Beese, Jr.

Baltimore Office of Promotion & Tourism
Mrs. Churchill G. Carey

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo G. Decker, Jr.
Eddie’s Supermarket

Mr. and Mrs. Gerson Eisenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Fine

Mrs. C. S. Garland, Jr.

Mirs. L. E. Goldsborough, Jr.

Giant Food

Mr. and Mrs. Kingdon Gould

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin H. Griswold I1I
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hecht
Members of Advisory Board
Members of Women’s Committee
Mr. and Mrs. William Owen

Mrs. Lawrason Riggs

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Schapiro
George L. Small

Mr. and Mrs. J. Fife Symington, Jr.

SPECIAL PROJECTS—
LIBRARY DESIGNATED

FUNDS

Mrs. Leon Adler

Dr. Ferdinand E. Chatard
Brooke Sanner Cook
Grafflin Cook, Jr.

Jeffrey A. Legum

L. J. Link, Jr.

Dr. Bayly Ellen Marks
Mary Wallace Stanton Estate
Rachel E. B. Warfield Trust
L. Byrne Waterman

CITY, COUNTY, STATE
AND FEDERAL FUNDING

Allegany County

Anne Arundel County Commission on Art and
Culture

Baltimore County Commission on Arts and
Sciences

Caroline County

Carroll County

Cecil County

City of Baltimore, Mayor’s Commission on Art
and Culture



304 MARYLAND HISTORICAL MAGAZINE

Charles County

Dorchester County

Frederick County

Harford County

Howard County

Maryland Committee for the Humanities
Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland State Arts Council

Montgomery County

National Endowment for the Arts
National Endowment for the Humanities
Queen Anne’s County

State of Maryland

Talbot County

Washington County

Worcester County

Mrs. Harry Hughes, First Lady of Maryland, with Leonard C. Crewe, Jr., Chief Executive Officer, and J. Fife
Symington, Jr., Chairman of the Board, at the opening of the 1984 Maryland Antiques Show and Sale.
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ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN VOLUNTEERS

H. Furlong Baldwin
Gary Black, Jr.

Mary E. Busch
Raymond S. Clark
Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.
Owen Daly II

L. Patrick Deering
Donald L. DeVries
Charles S. Garland, Jr.
E. Phillips Hathaway
Louis G. Hecht
Michael Hoffberger

Samuel Hopkins
Robert G. Merrick, Jr.
Richard P. Moran

W. Griffin Morrel
Richard C. Riggs, Jr.
Jacques T. Schlenger
Truman T. Semans

J. Fife Symington, Jr.
Thomas D. Washburne
Frank H. Weller, Jr.
S. Bonsal White, Jr.
William C. Whitridge

(L. to R.) Clement Conger, Curator of the White House; Stiles T. Colwill, Chief Curator, MHS; Mrs. Brian B.
Topping; Brian B. Topping, President, MHS; and First Lady Nancy Reagan on the occasion of the
presentation of the Society’s loan to the White House of James Hoban’s original design drawing of “The

President’s House” (1792).
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Leadership Gifts

The A. S. Abell Company Foundation, Inc.
Leonard C. Crewe, Jr.

Estate of Annita Applegarth France
Middendorf Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. J. Fife Symington, Jr.

United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company

Major Gifts

William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund
Summerfield Baldwin, Jr. Foundation
Baltimore Gas & Electric Company
Black and Decker Manufacturing Company
Frank A. Bonsal III (in memory of Frank A.
Bonsal and Frank A. Bonsal, Jr.)
Brandywine Foundation
Alex. Brown and Sons
Alex. Brown, Partners of:
Walter Wickes Brewster
James T. Cavanaugh III
Charles S. Garland, Jr.
B. H. Griswold III
B. H. Griswold IV
Jack S. Griswold
F. Grainger Marburg
W. James Price
Clinton P. Stephens
S. Bonsal White, Jr.
Frank D. Brown, Jr. Charitable Trust
I. Townsend Burden, Jr.
C & P Telephone Company
Mrs. James Frederick Colwill
Crown Central Petroleum Corporation
Easco Corporation
Equitable Trust Company
Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland
First National Bank of Maryland
Helen Clay Frick Foundation
Dr. Henry Clay Frick II
W. R. Grace and Company Foundation
William Grant
Mr. and Mrs. E. Phillips Hathaway
The Hecht-Levi Foundation, Inc.
The Herald Mail Company
Samuel and Ann Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. Bryden Bordley Hyde (Gift to the
Collection and Pledge)
International Business Machines Corporation
Ensign C. Markland Kelly, Jr. Memorial Foun-
dation, Inc.
Marion I. and Henry J. Knott Foundation
Calvert C. McCabe, Jr. (Deferred Gift)
McCormick and Company, Inc.
Sumner T. McKnight Foundation
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Macht Philanthropic Fund

Maryland Casualty Company

Maryland National Bank

Mercantile Safe Deposit & Trust Company

Robert G. Merrick, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Merrick

Monumental Corporation

Noxell Foundation Inc.

Duane and Clementine Peterson Charitable
Fund

Peterson, Howell and Heather Company

The Rouse Company

Savings Bank of Baltimore

John D. Schapiro

Truman T. Semans (Gift to the Collection and
Pledge)

Steeltin Can Corporation

Union Trust Company of Maryland

Westinghouse Electric Corporation

Whiting-Turner Contracting Company

William C. Whitridge

Women’s Committee, Maryland Historical
Society

Sustaining Gifts

AAI Corporation

Alban Tractor Company

Anonymous (in memory of Ellen W. S.
Johnston)

Lewis Baer Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Baetjer II

Mrs. J. E. Bailey

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Baker, Jr.

Baker, Watts & Company Foundation, Inc.

H. Furlong Baldwin

Mr. and Mrs. Ludlow H. Baldwin

Mrs. Emory J. Barber

Mr. and Mrs. J. Pierre Bernard

Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun Bond

Breezewood Foundation, Inc.

Brooks Buick, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Dorsey Brown III

Bruce Ford Brown Charitable Trust

Mrs. H. Barksdale Brown

Buckingham School of Frederick County,
Maryland

Thomas W. Burdette

The Campbell Foundation, Inc.

Thomas M. Caplan

William Carey

Philip Carroll

Dr. and Mrs. Ferdinand E. Chatard

Chessie System Railroad

Citicorp Financial, Inc.

Nathan Cohen

Mrs. Charles W. Cole, Jr.

Frances Dixon Fenimore Colston and Family

Coopers & Lybrand



Annual Report, 1983-1984

307

During the summer of 1984, the Society benefited greatly from Exxon’s funding of the Baltimore City Blue
Chip In program, providing one intern each for the Museum and Library.

Dr. Curtis Carroll Davis (Gifts-in-Kind)

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. DeVries

Deborah B. English

Ernst and Whinney

Mrs. Henry C. Evans

Mr. and Mrs. Charles O. Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. L. McLane Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Flinner (in memory of
Isabella Craig)

Mr. and Mrs. W. Byron Forbush

Barbara and Alan Gamse

General Elevator Company

Charlotte Ober Goodwin

The Irvin Greif Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer R. Haile, Jr.

dJ. J. Haines and Company, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Harrison, Jr.

R. Patrick Hayman

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Head

Mr. and Mrs. Louis G. Hecht

Mr. and Mrs. T. Hughlett Henry, Jr.

Hill-Chase Steel Company

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hill

Mrs. Matthew H. Hirsh

Eugenia Calvert Holland

Mrs. Arthur U. Hooper

Anna M. Hosford

Mr. and Mrs. E. Ralph Hostetter

Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomas Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Francis N. Iglehart, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer M. Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart S. Janney, Jr.
Jerry’s Chevrolet, Inc.

Mrs. Fenwick Keyser

Kidder, Peabody and Company
Henry J. Knott, Jr.

Dorothy B. Krug

Mrs. Frederick W. Lafferty

John S. Lalley

W. Wallace Lanahan, Jr. Fund

The John J. Leidy Foundation, Inc.
Lester S. Levy

The Ethel M. Looram Foundation, Inc.
McCarthy-Hicks, Inc.

McCorquodale Holdings, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Rieman McIntosh
McLean Contracting Company

Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. William G. Marr
Maryland Society of Pennsylvania
Mrs. Morris A. Mechanic

The Mellon Bank

Merck and Company, Inc.

Harvey M. and Lenore P. Meyerhoff Fund
R. E. Michel Company, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Jefferson Miller 11
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Morgan Guaranty Trust Company

Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederick Motz

Thomas F. and Clementine L. Mullan
Foundation

John M. Nelson, Jr. Foundation

Elisabeth C. G. Packard (in memory of Anthony
Morris Tyson)

Pearlstone Family Fund

Peat, Marwick, Mitchell and Company

Mr. and Mrs. Brice Phillips

Phoenix, Inc.

Walter and Anne Pinkard

Katherine R. Poole

The Potomac Edison Company

Price Waterhouse and Company

Mr. and Mrs. John Pyatak

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Radcliffe (Gifts-in-
Kind)

Deborah Dixon Redwood

Adrian P. Reed

Edwin and Ruth Rickert

Riggs Distler and Company, Inc.

Rollins-Luetkemeyer Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Rumford II (in memory of
Anthony Morris Tyson)

Frank G. Schenuit Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Jacques T. Schlenger

Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Schnering

Dorothy Mecllvain Scott

Donald P. Seibert (in loving memory of J. Clarke
and Mary H. Seibert)

Ida and Joseph Shapiro Foundation

Thomas and Elizabeth Sheridan Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Sherwood

Mrs. H. E. Singlewald

W. Cameron Slack (Pooled Income Fund)

Romaine S. Somerville

Mrs. Gideon M. Stieff

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Stinson

Sun Life Insurance Company of America

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Symington, Jr.

J. Fife Symington, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. T. Carmichael Tilghman

Mary Ringgold Trippe

H. Mebane Turner

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Turner, Jr.

Venable, Baetjer and Howard

John M. Waltersdorf

Dr. and Mrs. John Walton

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Washburne

L. Byrne Waterman

Waverly Press, Inc.

Robert L. Weinberg

Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Weller, Jr.

Mrs. John Campbell White

Mrs. G. W. C. Whiting

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon H. Wiesand

Mr. and Mrs. LeBaron S. Willard, Jr.

John R. Williams
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Jeffrey P. Williamson

George B. Wilson (in memory of Virginia B.
Wilson)

Mr. and Mrs. James T. Wollon, Jr.

Special Gifts

Harrington Adams (in memory of Summer
Adams)

John D. Adams

Dr. and Mrs. James C. Allen

Dr. Ann H. Allison

Anonymous

Antietam Cable TV

Mrs. G. Maxwell Armor, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Armstrong

Matthew S. Atkinson III

John W. Avirett II

Mrs. H. Stuart Bacon

Mr. and Mrs. H. Norman Baetjer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Rignal W. Baldwin

Baltimore Aircoil Inc.

Baltimore Life Insurance Company

Joseph A. Bank Clothiers

Mrs. David W. Barton, Jr. (in memory of
Anthony Morris Tyson)

Lewis A. Beck, Jr.

Dr. D. Randall Beirne

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Benet, Jr.

Harry D. Berry, Jr.

H. Dalton Berry

Mr. and Mrs. William R. Bishop, Jr.

Gary Black, Jr.

Peter P. Blanchard, Jr.

Peter P. Blanchard I1I

Corneilus C. Bond

Mrs. Edith B. Bonsal

John E. Boulais

Reverend John W. Bowen, S.S.

Mrs. William A. Boykin I1I

Mrs. John K. Brigstocke

Mrs. Edwin Nash Broyles

Childs F. Burden

1. Townsend Burden III

Mr. and Mrs. Norris O. Burgee

Mrs. Edwin Haines Burgess

Mary E. Busch

W. D. Byron & Sons, Inc.

Mary H. Cadwalader

Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Carroll, Sr.

Kenneth L. Carroll

Robert F. Carusi

Mr. and Mrs. Minturn V. Chace

Mr. and Mrs. S. Vannort Chapman

Churchill Distributors

Mrs. Page Bowie Clagett

John L. Clark (in memory of Anthony Morris
Tyson)
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Culminating ten years of curatorial research, the Museum'’s “Silver in Maryland” was the largest exhibition of
American silver ever mounted. The show was accompanied by an illustrated catalogue.

Charles P. Coady

Mary D. Cockburn

Concord Associates

Mrs. Peter F. Conroy

Mrs. J. Crossan Cooper, dJr.
Coulter Fabrics, Inc.

John P. Coulter

County Commissioners of Caroline County
Mrs. W. Kennedy Cromwell
J. Harry Cross

Mrs. John N. Curlett

Mrs. John Evans Dallam
Edward N. Dame

Davis Concrete Company
Irene M. Dean

Mrs. Howard E. DeMuth
Mr. and Mrs. Acheson J. Duncan
W. Theodore Dirr 11

John Goldsborough Earle
Gerson G. Eisenberg

The Eliasberg Fund, Inc.
Donna M. Ellis

Mr. and Mrs. John G. Evans
Charles Fenwick, Sr.

The Filbert Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. W. Fort

Mrs. Ralph H. France

A. Frank and Sons

Dr. and Mrs. William F. Fritz
Eliza Coale Funk

Mrs. David C. Gibson

Sam Glass and Son, Inc.

Arthur M. Gompf

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Gomer
Kingdon Gould, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Greenberg
Randall H. Greenlee

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Halle
Handy & Harman

Harford Refrigeration Company, Inc.
Earl Harrell

Mr. and Mrs. W. Hall Harris II
Robert D. H. Harvey

The Sidney L. Hechinger Fund
Mrs. John A. Herold

Edgar G. Heyl

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Hofmeister, Sr.
Alfred M. Hunt

Charles W. Hurst

Hutzler Brothers Company

The Hutzler Fund

Independent Can Company

Julia Pechin Ingle

Stuart S. Janney 111

Mr. and Mrs. Reverdy Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Johnston
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Mary Lou Jones

Wayne V. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Keller
Mrs. Spencer Kellogg IIT
Denwood N. Kelly, Jr.

The Kiefer Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. John T. King III
Nancy P. King

Koppers Company Foundation
Milton S. Kronheim and Company, Inc.
Julian Kurzmann

Mr. and Mrs. Barron P. Lambert
Levenson and Klein, Inc.

Lever Borthers Company
Clifford Lewis III

Lime Kiln Valley Foundation

J. Harlan Livezey

Mrs. Robert McCauley, Jr. (in memory of Dr.

Robert H. McCauley, Jr.)
Dr. Roland C. McConnell
Helen L. McCullough
Mrs. Ellice McDonald, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Barrett L. McKown
R. McGill Mackall
George P. Mahoney, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Major
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Marder
Dr. Bayly Ellen Marks
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Martel
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred G. Masius
Mr. and William P. Meeker (in memory of
Anthony Morris Tyson)
Mary K. Meyer
Mrs. J. Smith Michael
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Middleton
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Milch
William E. and Marjorie M. Miller
Robert E. Millett
Paul E. Monaghan
Freeman E. Morgan, Jr.
W. Griffin Morrel, Jr.
L. Arlette Mouat
N. J. Myerberg Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Naylor, Jr.
Mrs. Emory H. Niles
Philip E. Nuttle
Mrs. Hugh J. O’'Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Passano, Jr.
William M. Passano, Sr.
George D. Penniman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Pentz
Addison V. Pinkney
Roy C. Pollitt
Mrs. Daniel W. Powell
Lorenzo Q. Powell
Dr. Morgan H. Pritchett
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hurst Purnell, Jr.
Reverend and Mrs. Edward C. Raffetto, Jr.
F. Garner Ranney
Mary V. Reed
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Mr. and Mrs. William B. Reese

M. Eleanor Rice

A. Hester Rice

Claire A. and Mrs. Horace K. Richardson

Idelle Fricker Riefle

Judge Avrum K. Rifman

Richard C. Riggs, Sr.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond H. Ringgold

David Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Rothschild

Mr. and Mrs. James W. Rouse

Ann Wells Rutledge

Arlen K. St. John

Mrs. Michael Sanger

Charles E. Scarlett I1I

Mrs. Raymond G. Scarlett

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin S. Schapiro

Mrs. Hildegarde H. Scheidegger

Mrs. Clarence H. Schildhauer

Schneidereith and Sons, Inc.

Mrs. C. William Schneidereith

Arthur L. Simpson

Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgely Simpson

Jess Joseph Smith, Jr.

Mrs. Robert Henry Smith

Robert W. Sparre

Samuel Spencer

Harry C. Starkweather

Mrs. Arthur G. Stavely (in memory of Lillie G.
and Charles W. Cooper)

Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Steger, Sr.

Edward E. Steiner

Edward B. Stellman, Jr.

William N. Stellman

Dr. W. Jackson Stenger, Jr.

Robert G. Stewart

Vernon F. Stricklin

Tate Industries Foundation

Charles C. Tharp

Thistlewood Ltd.

Mr. and Mrs. J. Richard Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Tinsley

Elizabeth B. Topping

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Tower

Mrs. I. Ridgeway Trimble

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Turnbull, Jr.

United Technologies Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van Dyke

Bruno and Paula Velthuys

Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Vickery, Jr.

Frank C. Wachter

Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Wagner, Jr.

Mrs. L. Metcalfe Walling

Ward Machinery Company

Warner Freuhauf Trailer Company, Inc.

Margaret C. Warnken

Mr. and Mrs. G. Luther Washington

Robert C. Watson

Eloise J. Weatherly
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Gregory R. Weidman Matthew M. Wise

Mr. and Mrs. William Wells E. Kelroy B. Wode

Mr. and Mrs. W. Hamilton Whiteford Mr. and Mrs. G. Van Velsor Wolfe
Virginia H. Whitridge Mr. and Mrs. Abel Wolman

Mrs. Paul Foreman Wiest Mr. and Mrs. H. Graham Wood
Dr. and Mrs. Huntington Williams Nicholas W. Wood

Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Williams, Jr. Olivia S. Yeager

Ella-Kate Wilson Arthur Young and Company
Caleb Winslow Joseph W. Zebley, Jr.

An exhibit of contemporary photographs by Allan Janus, commemorating the visit of the First Maryland
Regiment to Paris and Versailles for the bicentennial of the Treaty of Paris, was hung by the Library’s Prints
and Photographs Division.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Combined Balance Sheets—All Funds
June 30, 1984

ASSETS
Cash and marketable securities—at cost or do-
natedvalue ........... ... ... ... .. .. ..... $5,990,144 (1)
Accounts receivable ... .......... ... .. ....... 96,817
Inventories—at lower of cost or market value . . . 11,101
Prepaid expenses . .......................... 29,769
Real estate and equipment—at cost less deprecia-
t1ONEORISIEGRITBT. 5 o e o n ol o o - . e 3,381,593 (2)
Interfund net receivable ..................... 64,858
Museum and library exhibits ................. 3
T otallA RS ahs et S T . . . o e e < 9,574,285

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses ........ 105,799
MortgageiPayable =h . <. . 7. i . st o i s 15,000
Deférted revenuel &..~:.% = 2 s oA 75,602
Interfund net payable ....................... 64,858
FundtbalanCasir: .. ..l . Seie - i S s 2 hame 9,313,026

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances ......... $9,574,285

(1) Market value $6,140,355.
(2) It is the policy of the Society to record depreciation only on a small portion of its real estate
which is leased to others and on office furniture and equipment.

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1984

General Fund

REVENUE:

Dues......... ... ... . $ 106,168
Contributions . .................. ... ........ 158,632
Legacyincome.............................. 5,256
Grants from city, county and state governments . 117,010
Investmentincome.......................... 468,115
Sales and servicefees . ... .................... 46,344
Admissions ............ ... ... .. .. 11,622
Auctions. ............... . ... .. ... .. 13,635
Antiqueshow .............................. 50,235
Otherincome............................... 33,135

Total Revenue .. ........................ .. 1,010,152

EXPENSES:

Galleryand museum ........................ 148,042
Library, prints and manuscripts. . . .......... .. 139,216
Publications. ......... ... .. ... ... .. ... 47,389
Public relations, development and fund raising . . 101,439
Education ................ ... ... ... ... .... 29,053
Building operations ......................... 303,574
Administrative and general ... ........ .. .. ... . 278,583

Total Expenses . .......................... $1,047,296
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STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITY

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1984

GENERAL FUND:

Revenue ............... ... . ... ........... $1,010,152

Expenses ................c. i 1,047,296

Excess of expenses over revenue before legacies . (37,144)

Legacies ........... .. ... ... 50,443

Fund balance at beginning of year . ............ (10,044)

Add interfund transfer . . ................ ... .. 204,627

Fund balance at endofyear .................. 207,882
PLANT FUND:

Fund balance at beginningofyear............. 2,846,719

Additions—net of depreciation................ 48,261

Fund balance at end of year .................. 2,894,980
ENDOWMENT FUNDS:

Contributions, gains and losses on sales of invest-

ments and other income ................... 855,867

Custodial and investment management fees. . . . . 38,320

Excess of revenue over expenses .............. 817,547

Fund balance at beginning of year . . .. ....... .. 5,287,841

Deduct interfund transfers ............... .. .. (254,627)

Fund balance at endof year . ......... ... ... .. 5,850,761
PUBLICATIONS FUND:

Revenue ................ ... ... . ........ 51,498

Expenses ............... i 48,273

Excess of revenue over expenses .............. 3,225

Fund balance at beginning of year .. .. ......... 16,251

Fund balance atendofyear .................. 19,476
LATROBE PROJECT:

Revenue ......... . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 70,952

Expenses ............. ... ... . 86,725

Excess of expenses over revenue .............. (15,773)

Fund balance at beginning of year . .. .......... 77,795

Fund balance atend of year .................. 62,022
MISCELLANEOUS SPECIAL FUNDS:

Revienues.:L i3l ! db sl a . casi ool n. 444,873

Expenses ...........c.coo i 450,965

Excess of expenses over revenue .............. ( 6,092)

Fund balances at beginning of year ............ 282,258

Add transfers between funds. . .............. .. 1,739

Fund balances at endof year ............ ... . 277,905

Total Fund Balances at End of Year ... ... ... $9,313,026

NOTE: The foregoing financial statements have been prepared by the Treasurer of the Maryland

Historical Society from the report for the year ended June 30, 1984, submitted by
independent public accountants. Requests for copies of this report should be addressed to
the Treasurer, Maryland Historical Society, 201 West Monument Street, Baltimore, MD.,
21201.



The Ships of Federalist Baltimore:

A Statistical Profile

GEOFFREY GILBERT

IT IS SOMETHING OF A MYSTERY WHY
historians of Baltimore and other major
American seaports have for so long ne-
glected the richest source of information
extant on ships and shipowners in the Fed-
eralist era—a series of “certificates of reg-
istry” issued in each customs district under
an act of Congress of September 1, 1789,
Under that law, owners of vessels over 20
tons trading overseas were required to have
them “registered” in order to be eligible for
the preferential tonnage duties allowed on
domestic shipping by a congressional act of
July 20, 1789. Each certificate of registry
was to specify the following: the name, rig,
and dimensions of the vessel, the name,
occupation, and residence of the ship’s
owner(s), the name of its captain (or “mas-
ter”), the year and place of its construction,
and its tonnage. To illustrate, the first Bal-
timore certificate was issued on October 6,
1789, to James Clarke, a merchant of the
port, on his 275-ton ship Samson, built at
Baltimore in 1786. It was a three-masted
vessel with one and one-quarter decks,
measuring 89 feet long, 26 feet wide, and
13% feet deep. Its master was Thomas
Moore.!

Nearly 400 such certificates were issued
at Baltimore port from October of 1789 to
October 1793. By the latter date the nature
and tempo of Baltimore’s foreign trade
were beginning to change, reflecting the
outbreak of war in Europe. Neutral trading
and privateering soon came to dominate
the port’s commerce. Hence the four—year
mark is a logical cutoff point for this study.
The certificates of registry, now held at the
National Archives in Washington, provide
the basis for a surprisingly detailed analysis

Dr. Gilbert is Associate Professor of Economics at
Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, N.Y.

of the composition and construction of Bal-
timore shipping. What follows, then, is a
statistical profile of the Baltimore-based
ships trading overseas in the first years of
the Republic.?

The basic “population” of oceangoing
vessels registered at Baltimore from 1789
to 1793 numbers 267. Actually, 393 certifi-
cates were issued at the port in that period,
but 22 were for vessels which on close ex-
amination appear to belong to other ports
(for example, the “Silas & Sally, of Phila-
delphia,” owned by two declared Philadel-
phians) and another 104 were re-registra-
tions of vessels already registered at the
port. Re~registration was mandated by law
whenever a vessel was substantially altered
or its ownership changed hands. To include
re-registered vessels in the profile of a
port’s shipping would obviously be double-
counting.

Another pitfall to be avoided is to regard
the figure of 267 as a cumulative total of
vessels actually plying the foreign trade of
Baltimore by the fall of 1793. In reality the
number must have been something less
than 267. A ship register typically records
only additions to—or reshufflings of equity
in—a port’s stock of shipping over time,
not subtractions from it through sales away
from the port, captures at sea, or other
maritime disasters. Lacking full informa-
tion on losses of shipping, we cannot know
by how much the figure of 29,097 total tons
for the 267 registered vessels overstates
Baltimore’s true shipping capacity by
1793—only that, to some extent, it does.

What then of the foreign-trading ships
of Federalist Baltimore? Our profile begins
with Table 1, which provides a breakdown
of the 267 vessels by vessel type. If the
pattern of vessel registration at Baltimore
was typical of the major ports, it tends to
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bear out Howard Chapelle’s judgment that
“by 1790, if not earlier, the schooner was
the national rig of both the United States
and Canada.” Schooners were by far the
most numerous class of vessels registered
at Baltimore in this period. Their promi-
nence in the Baltimore register should
come as no surprise, however. Almost from
the time of their introduction into colonial
waters in the early eighteenth century,
schooners had been threatening the su-
premacy of the older “sloop” in the coastal
and Caribbean trades. With two masts
rather than one, the schooner’s sail ar-
rangement was more flexible and manage-
able by a smaller crew than the sloop’s,
making the schooner cheaper to operate.®

The average tonnage of the 131 Balti-
more-registered schooners was 65 tons.
There was, however, wide variation in the
tonnages of individual schooners. The
smallest was Ranger, a 23-ton schooner
built at an unspecified site in Maryland in
1792 and registered at Baltimore on No-
vember 5. The largest schooner, a behe-
moth of 171 tons, was Polly (one of several
Polly’s on the Baltimore register), built at
Joppa, Maryland, in 1791 and registered on
November 14. These two examples lend
intuitive weight to an interesting statistical
finding of this study: there was consider-
ably more relative variation in size among
schooners than for any other vessel type
registered at Baltimore.*

A vessel of somewhat smaller dimensions
and older usage in Maryland than the
schooner was the sloop, of which 29 appear
on the Baltimore register over the four-

TABLE 1.
Baltimore-Registered Vessels, 1789-1793, by
Type and Tonnage

Vessel Total Mean

Type Number Tonnage Tonnage
Ship 44 10,398 236.3
Bark 1 223 223.0
Snow 7 1,217 173.9
Brig 55 7,063 128.4
Schooner 131 8,556 65.3
Sloop 29 1,640 56.5

Total 267 29,097

Source: Baltimore Certificates of Registry,
Record Group 36, Bureau of Customs, National
Archives.
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year period. Joseph Goldenberg has deter-
mined that “by the late 1760’s, Maryland
builders were launching three times as
many schooners as sloops.”® By the evi-
dence of Baltimore registrations, this trend
toward replacement of sloops by schooners
probably continued through the 1780s.
Eighty-four Maryland-built schooners
were registered at Baltimore in 1789-93,
and only ten Maryland-built sloops.

Brigs and snows have been called the
“typical ships of the middle decades of the
eighteenth century.” Those belonging to
the port of Baltimore late in the century
were probably engaged mainly in the trans-
atlantic trade, although brigantines had
been found useful in the U.S.-Caribbean
trade as well. In size, these two vessels
occupied a middle range between the
smaller craft already discussed and the full-
rigged, three-masted “ship.” The only dif-
ference between the rigs of the snow and
the brigantine, according to Chapelle, lay
in the positioning of the spanker. But the
snow was the larger vessel. At Baltimore it
averaged 45 tons larger than the brig.®

That only one “bark” shows up in Table
1 is compelling evidence that in the postco-
lonial era Maryland shipbuilders ceased to
build this older vessel type. The “ship,” on
the other hand, became an important prod-
uct of the Baltimore shipyards and a main-
stay of the port’s foreign trade. A larger
fraction of the total shipping tonnage reg-
istered at Baltimore from 1789 to 1793 was
in the “ship” category than in any other.
The smallest ship, by tonnage, was the 123—
ton Swift Packet, built at Baltimore in 1791
and registered there by a partnership of
Baltimore and Charleston merchants. It
was a small ship in every respect, with
length, breadth, and depth measurements
below those of all other registered ships. At
the other extreme, Iris was a 325-ton ship
built at North Point, Maryland, in 1781
and registered by two Baltimore merchants
in the fall of 1789. The vast majority of
“ships” in the Baltimore fleet were—unlike
Swift Packet and Iris—in the 200-300 ton
range.

As to where the several hundred seagoing
vessels of Federalist Baltimore were built,
reasonably complete information is avail-
able in the certificates of registry, as sum-



316

marized in Table 2. About 60 per cent of
the port’s foreign shipping, in terms of ves-
sel numbers and tonnage both, was of
Maryland construction. This finding is
broadly consistent with a number of earlier
studies demonstrating that eighteenth-
century American shipowners relied heav-
ily on local, or at least regional, shipbuild-
ers.

Several reasons for preferring local ship
construction come to mind. First, when
merchants had vessels built “to order,” they
naturally preferred construction sites near
enough to allow them some degree of per-
sonal oversight.® Second, a number of mer-
chants were themselves engaged in ship-
building as an adjunct to their main busi-
ness. In the colonial period this had been
more the exception than the rule, but in
Maryland four merchants are known to
have opened shipyards in the 1740s and
50s, and two—Charles Carroll and Samuel
Galloway—Dbuilt vessels there for their own
trading use. Third, given that each port had
its own distinctive pattern of commerce,
requiring vessels of particular capacity,
speed, and fittings, local builders might in
time become specialized in the production
of such vessel types. The economies result-
ing from standardization of output would
tend to sustain an interdependency be-
tween buyers and local builders.

In Baltimore’s early national shipping,
the degree of reliance on local (Maryland)
construction varied with vessel type. Over

TABLE 2.
Baltimore-Registered Vessels, 1789-1793, by
Place of Build
Number Regis-  Share of
Place of of tered Total
Build Vessels Tonnage Tonnage
Baltimore 54 7,141  245%

Other Md. 100 10,251 35.2
Virginia 44 3,987 13.7
New England 41 4,209 14.5
Philadelphia 10 2,144 7.4
Other* g 1,365 4.7
Total 267 29,097 100.0

Source: Baltimore Certificates of Registry,
Record Group 36, Bureau of Customs, National
Archives.

* Includes Bermuda, North Carolina, New
Jersey, New York, and “U.S.”
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60 per cent of the ship, snow, and schooner
tonnage registered at Baltimore was Mary-
land-built. By contrast, less than half the
brig tonnage and less than one-third of the
sloop tonnage on the Baltimore register was
of local construction. (The brigs came
mainly from New England, the sloops from
Virginia, New York, and New England.)

A point worth noting in Table 2 is the
heavy extent to which Maryland’s premier
port still relied on construction sites else-
where in the state to supply her with sea-
going vessels in the early Federalist era.
Joppa, Choptank River, Swan Harbor, So-
merset County, Miles River or Talbot
County, Vienna, Wye River—these are
some of the Maryland sites mentioned more
than once in the certificates. Eastern Shore
shipyards outproduced those on the West-
ern Shore (outside Baltimore County) more
than three to one in this period, if Balti-
more registrations are a reliable indicator.
Eastern Shore yards apparently were spe-
cialized in schooners and sloops, though
they produced all vessel types except the
snow, judging by the Baltimore register.

Our profile of Baltimore shipping is in-
complete without some consideration of the
“age characteristics” of that shipping. Were
the vessels registered at Baltimore from
1789 to 1793 generally of recent construc-
tion? Is there a relationship between site of
construction and vessel vintage when reg-
istered at Baltimore? Were certain vessel
types acquired in newer condition than oth-
ers? The answers are not entirely clearcut,
but certain generalizations can be offered.
In the first place, vessels registered at Bal-
timore tended, as the years passed, to be of
newer and newer construction. In the final
three months of 1789, vessels in “newly
built” condition (specifically, built in either
1789 or 1788) constituted only 13 per cent
of the total registrations. In 1790 vessels
that newly built (i.e., built in either 1790 or
1789) represented 44 per cent of the total;
in 1791, 56 per cent; in 1792, 58 per cent;
and in 1793 (up to October), 59 per cent.”’

Closely related to the preference for
newly-built acquisitions of shipping was
the preference for local construction noted
earlier. Better than three out of every four
newly-built vessels placed on the Baltimore
register from 1790 to the end of the period
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were from Maryland shipyards. On the
other hand, “used shipping” registered at
Baltimore after 1789 was far less likely to
be a Maryland product: less than half the
vessels two years old or older when regis-
tered were Maryland-built. The oldest
“used” Maryland vessels on the register
were the ship Iris, mentioned above, the
schooner Martha, built at Baltimore, the
schooner Saint Patrick, built in “Mary-
land” (site unspecified), and the schooner
Betsy, built in Vienna—all constructed in
1781.

Virginia-built vessels were, next to those
of Maryland construction, the “newest” on
the Baltimore shipping register. Nearly half
the 44 Virginia vessels were of “0-1 year”
vintage when registered at Baltimore. In-
deed, if one were to speak of “Chesapeake-
built” shipping, fully 94 per cent of the
“new” ships registered at Baltimore after
1789 would be in that category. In sharp
contrast, vessels of New England construc-
tion were preponderantly in the “used ship”
category when acquired at Baltimore—per-
haps a testament to their durability. In the
registrations of late 1789 there are sixteen
New England vessels; fifteen are vintage
1787 or older (i.e., “used”), including the
oldest vessel registered in the entire period,
the 99-ton brig T'ryal, built in Massachu-
setts (site unspecified) in 1761. Twenty-
three more New England-built vessels ap-
pear on the Baltimore shipping register in
1790-93, of which all but three are at least
two years old.

Philadelphia-built ships, like those of
New England construction, were generally
not fresh off the blocks when acquired at
Baltimore. Of the ten Philadelphia-built
vessels registered at Baltimore in 1789-93,
eight were what we have termed “used” (at
least two years old). None, however, ap-
proached the venerable Tryal in longevity.
The oldest Philadelphia ship on the register
is the 294-ton Birmingham, built in 1784
and acquired by Baltimore merchants Wil-
liam Patterson and Nicholas Sluby late in
1791. (They in turn sold it to fellow mer-
chant James Clarke in early 1793.)

Certain vessel types tended to be of much
newer construction than others when reg-
istered at Baltimore. This is particularly
true of schooners. Sixty per cent of those
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registered in 1789-93 were built within the
same period. Ships, too, were predomi-
nantly of new construction when acquired
by Baltimore shipowners—>52 per cent were
built in the registration period. For the
other two classes of vessels registered in
significant numbers at Baltimore—brigs
and sloops—the picture is markedly differ-
ent. Only 33 per cent of the brigs and 17
per cent of the sloops were built within the
1789-93 interval.

A useful, if cautionary, note on which to
close this profile of Baltimore shipping
would be to assess a widely accepted view
of the shipbuilding industry at Baltimore
on the basis of evidence from the certifi-
cates of registry. A leading expert on the
history of American shipbuilding, while
conceding the “technical competence” of
Baltimore’s builders, as exhibited in the
Constellation and the Chesapeake, two fa-
mous frigates built there at the turn of the
century, nonetheless concludes that their
“chief products” were “rakish, fast-sailing
Baltimore clipper brigs and schooners.”
Another maritime historian, Samuel Eliot
Morison, generalizes to the same effect:
“The big ships of [the Federal period] were
built in Philadelphia and Europe; the small,
fast clipper schooners and brigs, on Ches-
apeake Bay.” The implication of these
statements (and the common view) is that
shipbuilders at Baltimore and around the
Chesapeake were fully engaged in the pro-
duction of small, fast-sailing craft, defer-
ring to more distant shipyards in the pro-
duction of “big ships.”'! Yet the facts, as
revealed in the Baltimore shipping register,
indicate otherwise. In the first years of the
Republic, shipbuilders in the Baltimore vi-
cinity actually were more committed to the
production of large vessels than smaller
ones, if total tonnage is the criterion. The
tonnage of “ships” built in and around Bal-
timore in 1789-93 and registered at that
port in the same period exceeded the com-
bined tonnage of brigs and schooners built
and registered there. This is not to say that
by the 1790s Baltimore was the equal of
Philadelphia in either quantity or quality
of ships produced—only that the capacity
of its shipyards to turn out big oceangoing
vessels was much greater than we have
hitherto been led to believe.
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John E. Owens:

The People’s Comedian from Towsontown

THOMAS A. BOGAR

ALMOST EXACTLY 100 YEARS AGO,
Marylanders mourned the death of a favor-
ite son from Towsontown who had gained
wealth, international acclaim, and the
hearts of millions of devoted theatregoers
from Maine to California during the mid-
nineteenth century. His name was John E.
Owens, but most of his followers and
friends knew him as Solon Shingle, the title
of his most famous role (in J. S. Jones’s
The People’s Lawyer, which he played over
2000 times and which alone earned him
over $250,000).

One of the most popular comedians of
his time, Owens relied for comic effect upon
an engaging personality, flexible features,
comical and somewhat exaggerated physi-
calization, and the distinct individualizing
of each of his characters. While known
primarily for Solon Shingle and for Caleb
Plummer in Dion Boucicualt’s Dot, he also
created other lifelike characters (a total of
447 in his career) that were remarkable in
their detailed realism.

During his acting career, Owens devel-
oped a quiet, natural style which followed
trends away from the crudely overdone
stereotypes of earlier comedians. While the
majority of his early roles were broad, farc-
ical figures, he later refined his characteri-
zations and played successfully roles which
required subtle touches of pathos.

Relying upon his own acting ability
rather than upon any humor inherent in
the generally poorly-written scripts he se-
lected, Owens added to each role unique

Thomas A. Bogar received his doctorate in theatre
history from Louisiana State University and currently
teaches at Seneca Valley H.S. in Germantown, Md.
This article is excerpted from his dissertation, “The
Theatrical Career of John E. Owens (1823-1886).”

eccentric mannerisms and speech patterns,
derived from careful study of people in his
vast travels while touring the U.S. Critics
spoke repeatedly of the detailed realism in
his characters and the warmth of his infec-
tious humor.

He clearly relished being on stage, and
related easily and directly to his audiences,
a rapport which earned him frequent men-
tion as an “unctuous” actor—one with an
engaging, ingratiating nature which caused
audiences to love him and stay loyal to him.
His entry upon a stage often created a
pitched excitement from the audience,
which freely cheered approval.

Owens’ baronial home in Towsontown,
Aigburth Vale, provided both a gathering
place for notable theatrical, literary and
political figures, and a welcome summer
rest each year from Owens’ extensive tour-
ing. (In his career he played in 68 different
cities and towns across the U.S. and Eng-
land.) The impressive mansion, on Aig-
burth Road in Towson, still stands today.
Built in 1868 by the noted architectural
firm of Niernsee and Nelson, and regarded
as perhaps the finest actor’s residence in
the country at that time, it is currently
under Landmarks Preservation study by
Baltimore County.

Known primarily as a “Yankee” per-
former—one who played comic rural figures
who shrewdly commented on the foibles
and pretensions of citified folk—Owens
came to Baltimore’s Holliday Street Thea-
ter frequently during the early 1840s while
learning his craft in an apprenticeship with
William E. Burton, one of the most re-
spected comedians of the day, in Philadel-
phia. From Burton Owens learned how to
use his own flexible features, voice, differ-
ent postures, walks and mannerisms to hu-
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FIGURES 1 AND 2.
John E. Owens and his wife, Mary C. Stevens Owens.

morous effect, as well as how to play to an
audience and how to control comic timing.
During this time he also acted with a num-
ber of major stars of the period, both co-
medians and tragedians: Edwin Forrest,
James Hackett, William Macready, Joshua
Silsbee, and others.

From Dion Boucicault, Noah Ludlow,
and Sol Smith, three of the most respected
theatre managers in New Orleans, Owens
learned astute practices of management,
which he used successfully in managing
several Baltimore theatres during the late
1840s and 1850s. Baltimore audiences knew
they could depend on Owens for quality
performances which featured strong sup-
porting companies (instead of just a strong
star, as was common practice), in popular
productions. He not only cast his plays well,
but oversaw all details of handsomely
mounted productions and of audience com-
fort. He was one of the first all-powerful
producer-directors of the century.

Manager Owens had an eye for a hit, and
produced, directed, and performed in sev-
eral of the nation’s most successful produc-
tions of the 1850s. His staging of Uncle
Tom'’s Cabin in 1855 was the first it received
below the Mason-Dixon line, a highly con-

troversial undertaking at that time. Yet his
most significant success came in 1864,
when he established a national reputation
with a record-breaking New York long run
as Solon Shingle.

His first star billing in Baltimore came
in 1844 when he signed a contract with
Edmund Peale of the Baltimore Museum
for fourteen dollars a week and two benefits
(at which the star received the night’s en-
tire box office). Located on the northwest
corner of Calvert and Baltimore Streets,
the Museum was the home primarily of
exhibitions of freaks, monstronsities, and
such curiosities as stuffed birds and a live
bear, with a lecture hall-cum-theatre up-
stairs. Owens was decidely unenthusiastic
about the environment. On that little stage,
however, eventually appeared some of the
greatest talent of the century, among them
J. B. Booth, E. L.. Davenport, J. W. Wal-
lack, Charlotte Cushman, Fanny Wallack,
and Thomas “Daddy” Rice, the original
“Jim Crow”.

During 1844 and 1845 at the Museum,
Owens played 113 different roles in come-
dies, farces, and domestic dramas. The Bal- .
timore Sun gave him consistently good no-
tices and remarked that “Mr. Owens, a
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pupil of Burton, is equal, if not superior to
his tutor.”! Returning to the Museum the
following season, Owens drew crowded au-
diences nearly every night; the Sun noted
periodically that he had begun to attract a
sizable and loyal popular following in the
city. Reviewers began to speak of “Owens
houses” —enthusiastic, laughing, applaud-
ing crowds jammed to the rafters.

After a season in New Orleans, Owens
returned to the Baltimore Museum in Sep-
tember, 1847. It had been thoroughly ren-
ovated and enlarged, including cushioned
seats, private boxes, a larger gallery, and
new scenery by the noted scenic artist
Charles S. Getz (upon whom Owens would
later rely when managing, and who became
a lifelong friend). Despite competition from
Edwin Forrest at the nearby Holliday
Street theatre, Owens was “nightly greeted
by crowded audiences.”? Among the forty-
six new roles he played this season was the
title role in John Poole’s comedy, Paul Pry.

The play itself, typical of those Owens
undertook, is a chronicle of complications
complete with confused identities, men hid-
den in ladies’ closets, and secret love let-
ters.® Pry is the play’s chief device for mov-

FIGURE 3.
Owens as Paul Pry.
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ing the plot along, as he makes a profession
of eavesdropping, lurking, and intruding
into everyone’s lives, eternally blurting out
“I hope I don’t intrude” after he has blun-
dered into someone’s home. Among his “ac-
complishments” is the climactic moment of
the play: spending a half-hour retrieving a
packet of incriminating letters which an
odious aunt had thrown down a dry well.

In November, 1848, Owens rented the
small Howard Athenaeum on the northeast
corner of Charles and Baltimore Streets,
announcing that he would shortly open it
with “a strong and efficient company.”™
Wise selection of company members and
their roles, and good word-of-mouth ad-
vertising paid off, for “the public responded
to the undertaking by cramming the house
nightly.”® Patrons enjoyed the same sort of
theatrical fare they had been used to: farces
and light comedies, with occasional ex-
travaganzas and “thrilling dramas,” all for
an admission price of twenty-five cents.
Manager Owens also interspersed musical
performers with his dramatic offerings.

By the end of the season, in addition to
getting married (to Mary C. Stevens,
daughter of an established Baltimore mer-
chant, John G. Stevens), Owens had ex-
panded his theatrical domain in Baltimore
by becoming half owner of the Museum,
with total control over the acting and
mounting of all productions. He redecor-
ated the lobby and bar area downstairs and
ordered new scenery. In addition to his
stock company, he engaged a number of
stars of the day. For each night’s four-hour
performance (two main pieces, a farce
afterpiece, and olio performers between
acts), he rehearsed his casts two hours. Bills
were changed nightly, or at the most ran
three or four nights.

For the next season, Owens expanded the
Museum to well over 500 seats and made a
variety of improvements for audience com-
fort. He attempted to keep the social level
and behavior of his audiences unimpeach-
able—not an easy task at mid-century—by
providing amenities which few theaters
outside of New York possessed. Numerous
reviewers began to speak of “fashionable”
houses as well as large ones in his theaters,
so his efforts were apparently well aimed.
During this season Owens acted as well as



322

managed, adding a number of leading comic
roles which he would keep in his repertory
for the rest of his career.

Becoming the sole owner of the Museum
in January, 1850—and thus exercising total
financial as well as artistic control—Owens
renamed it the “Baltimore Museum and
Gallery of Fine Arts.” With the support of
Getz in his absence, he even played occa-
sional engagements out of town. Until De-
cember, 1852, Owens provided his Balti-
more audiences with popular light come-
dies, and they responded by giving him an
“even run of prosperity.”®

Owens made his Broadway debut in De-
cember, 1850, and found that production,
David Copperfield, such a hit that he
brought it to his Baltimore Museum in
1851, where it enjoyed a successful run.

In January, 1853, Owens sold the Mu-
seum for a profit to Henry C. Jarrett, who
managed a number of theaters elsewhere in
the country, and took a year off from acting
and managing to prepare and present a
series of comic travel lectures based on his
1852 ascent of Mont Blanc in Switzerland,
the first American to do so for nearly
twenty years.

Returning to Baltimore’s Holliday Street
Theater in December, 1854, Owens was
greeted by full houses and critics as “un-
doubtedly one of the best living come-
dians.”” He chanced to see a notice in the
Sun announcing the availability of the
Howard Athenaeum (Now renamed the
Charles Street Theatre). He leased it and
recruited for it a superb stock company.

But tastes were changing, and this un-
dertaking yielded only sagging box office
receipts, despite frequent promptings by
the Sun to attend “this elegant little thea-
tre.”® By March, 1855, finances were so
poor that Owens decided to risk the possi-
ble alienation of his southern audience and
bring to Baltimore the most successful pro-
duction of the New York season: the George
C. Howard family in George L. Aiken’s
adaptation of the Stowe novel, Uncle Tom’s
Cabin (with “Little Cordelia” Howard as
Little Eva).

Owens’ lawyer and friends implored him
to forego this hazardous undertaking,
warning him that “the people will tear the
theatre down or do you personal injury.”®
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Owens remained undaunted. He took the
title role himself and opened the production
on April 16, 1855. The town went “wild
with delight and admiration; this success
retrieved the heavy losses of the season.
(Demonstrating) no sectional feeling in re-
gard to the play, . . . Baltimoreans accepted
it as given, packed the house, and thus filled
the hitherto attenuated treasury,” his wife
recalled.!’

On October 22, 1856, Owens played for
his Museum audience his first impersona-
tion of what would become his most famous
role: Solon Shingle. For eight highly suc-
cessful years he toured this role and others
to dozens of cities, including New Orleans,
Boston, Washington, Philadelphia and
Cincinnati, occasionally touching base in
Baltimore—all the while successfully skirt-
ing the Civil War’s theatrically devastating
effect. (While his private sentiments were
Southern sympathies, he kept them to him-
self.)

The story of The People’s Lawyer con-
cerns the attempt by Hugh Winslow, a
wealthy and respected merchant, to conceal
a forgery.! He attempts to force his clerk,
Otis, to lie, but Otis refuses and is fired.

FIGURE 4.
Owens as Solon Shingle in The People’s Lawyer.
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Winslow then contrives to frame Otis and
induces a weak-willed gadabout employee,
John Ellsley, to plant his watch on Otis
and cry theft. When the watch is discovered
on Otis and he is arrested, all seems lost
until the brilliant-but-humble people’s
lawyer, Robert Howard, forces Ellsley to
confess, clears Otis, and incidentally mar-
ries Otis’ sister Grace. Solon Shingle is
called upon as a witness, having been hang-
ing around the legal offices in search of his
runaway team and a “stolen” barrel of ap-
plesauce (which had actually fallen off of
his tailgate).

Shingle delights the audience with rustic
bewilderment at all these legal goings—on,
yet manages to outsmart the prosecutor, a
city-slicker named Tripper. To all ques-
tions and situations Shingle replies “Jest
s0,” and rambles in undiluted digression.
When he is ordered to appear in court, for
example, he replies:

Jest so, thank you; tell the judge I'll be
there. Whenever I hear that bell, I always
consate there is trouble brewing. Whenever
I du go tu court, 'm sure to make some
alfired mistake or other; once I drove right
straight intu the prisoner’s stall; they told
me tu stand up, and I did; they asked me if
I had anything tu say: says I, no; and while
they were trying me, the real rogue got off.
I don’t like tu make a speech among these
law chaps. They work a feller up so he don’t
know his head from his heels; I shall have
law enough, I s’pose; for that John Ellsley
won’t marry my Nabby (his daughter). I
consider her as good as married and now
her markit’s spoiled; my darter and the
applesarse may work for the lawyers yet—
jest so0."?

Owens’ interpretation of the character
was based entirely and exactingly upon the
overseer of his Aigburth Vale estate, a man
named Perker. A reviewer for Atlantic
Monthly who knew the overseer was as-
tounded at the degree of fidelity to nature
of Owens’ performance:

Perker was the name by which we knew
him in the days of the Baltimore farm, but
in the Broadway Theatre he was known as
Solon Shingle. No matter what his name,
however, it was Perker we saw,—Perker
from broad-brimmed felt hat to the some-
what too large cowhide boots. Ox-team, old
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white coat, tobacco, impertinent curiosity,
queer speech, and all the rest of that old
fellow’s physical and mental fibre, were
there reproduced before us. (Owens) had
crept into the very nature of the man,
catching the trick of moving each spring
and lever of his thought, habit and feeling.
(Solon Shingle) was a living photograph,
... aliteral translation into comedy of Per-
ker, (a character) such as no living Ameri-
can player but Owens could elaborate.'

Critics described Solon Shingle as the type
whom

. everyone who has been in that vague
place, “the country,” must remember. He
dresses shabbily, but carries fifty-dollar
bills in his pocket; he makes absurd and
ridiculous remarks, but yet has a fund of
shrewd sense; he seems very simple and yet
is not to be easily outwitted. (He appears)
newly arrived from the country, and the
aura of the country grocery-store and the
cattle market (hangs) about him, ... evi-
dent in the quid of tobacco in his mouth,
the big spectacles upon a nose glowing with
toddy, and a habit of spitting, all exagger-
ated by peculiar dress, walk, and inevitable
green umbrella.'

Having achieved resounding successes in
Baltimore and elsewhere, Owens had yet to
firmly establish his name in New York; this
he did when he opened as Solon Shingle at
the Broadway Theatre on August 29, 1864.
From opening night he established himself
as a major attraction in a hit that packed
the Broadway each night, with even stand-
ing room unavailable by curtain time. 270
nights later he had broken the record for
longest run in that city or any other, and
had left for London, where he received no-
tices almost as hyperbolic as those in the
states. The New York Times had called his
performance “the greatest eccentric char-
acterization on the American stage;”'® the
Herald judged it “one of the finest speci-
mens of character acting ever seen.”'® Even
the famous Edwin Forrest attended and
pronounced it “one of the most brilliant
and complete triumphs of genius” he had
ever witnessed.'”

Thus, from an apprenticeship on a tiny
stage in Baltimore, John Owens had carried
his career to New York and England. From
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this point until his death in 1886 at his
home in Towsontown, he was reverently
regarded as among the foremost comedians
of his day. When, in the 1870s, he put
together one of the first “combination”
companies—precursors of our modern
packaged touring companies, which were
spawned by rapid rail expansion—that too
was financially and artistically successful.

Yet, despite the adulation from residents
of cities across the nation, Owens always
held Baltimoreans first in his heart. When-
ever he returned there, to perform or just
to rest at Aigburth Vale, they sought him
out and hailed him as a personal friend.
(His wife’s Memories of John E. Owens,
1892, abounds with anecdotes of humorous
moments shared with local residents.) Un-
til his death at Aigburth in 1886, he re-
mained a performer suil generis. Harford
County may have claimed the tragic
Booths, but Towsontown had the people’s
comedian, John E. Owens.
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John Widgeon:

Naturalist, Curator and Philosopher

FRANK W. PORTER III

IIN 1920 DR. FRANCIS D. NICHOLAS,
Dean of the Maryland Academy of Sci-
ences, chronicled the growth and develop-
ment of this venerable organization. He
cited the contributions of a long list of
distinguished Baltimoreans, including
Robert Gilmor, Julius T. Ducatel and
Charles Carroll, just a few members of the
old Maryland families. One important
name was missing. John Widgeon, who had
served “faithfully and unobtrusively” as the
janitor and custodian of the Maryland
Academy of Sciences for nearly sixty years,
was an invaluable contributor to its early
development. Born into slavery and en-
tirely self-educated, John Widgeon made
notable achievements as a naturalist, mu-
seum curator, collector, and philosopher.
He was “industrious, ...self-respecting,
...educated and intelligent,” observed an
editor of The Baltimore Sun, “and has ac-
quired all of his learning by dint of his own
intelligence.”® Like so many other Black
Americans, however, the accomplishments
of John Widgeon are not widely known.
“Due to the inadequate staff of the Mary-
land Academy of Sciences,” lamented its
Director, Frank A. Woodfield in 1937, “it
has not been possible for us to compile the
work of ‘Uncle’ John, any more than it has
been possible to do so in the case of other
noteworthy persons who have made valua-
ble contributions to this institution.”? It is
time that his achievements, both personal
and scientific, be told.

Dr. Porter is Director of the American Indian Re-
search and Resource Institute at Gettysburg College,
Pennsylvania. He would like to thank Richard J. Cox
and C. A. Weslager for their editorial assistance. This
study was supported in part by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. The find-
ings and conclusions do not necessarily represent the
view of the Endowment.

Because so much of Widgeon’s work was
related to the Maryland Academy of Sci-
ences, it would be helpful to summarize the
early history of this institution. The Mary-
land Academy of Sciences has the distinc-
tion of being the oldest Academy of Sci-
ences in the United States. The Academy
began in Charles Willson Peale’s first mu-
seum. In 1797, when the Peale museum was
temporarily closed, a group of people, “who
had enjoyed the hospitality of the museum
for meetings and reunions, formed an acad-
emy of sciences to keep alive in Maryland
the interest in natural history which had
been developed by Charles Willson Peale,
and to assist in reopening his museum.”
The Academy continued its activities, and
in 1819, under the leadership of Dr. Horace
M. Hayden, several smaller societies
merged with the Academy, broadening its
activities to include sciences other than
natural history. Prior to 1856, the Academy
held its meetings above a stable in lower
Baltimore, in an old building at the corner
of St. Paul and Centre Streets (later known
as the Chimney Corner restaurant), and in
the homes of its various members. In 1856,
the meetings were held in the Athenaeum,
as the Academy attempted to create a nat-
ural history division for the Maryland His-
torical Society. The Academy later met at
the University of Maryland until it ob-
tained a building on Saratoga Street. Al-
though the Academy flourished, the City of
Baltimore purchased their property to al-
low for the extension of Cathedral Street.
In succession, the Academy occupied build-
ings on Centre Street, at Franklin and Ca-
thedral Streets, West Franklin Street, and
north Charles Street.?

It was during the latter part of the nine-
teenth century that John Widgeon was en-
trusted with collecting, classifying and ex-

325

MARYLAND HISTORICAL MAGAZINE
VoL. 79, No. 4, WINTER 1984



326

hibiting many of the important collections
of the Academy. Widgeon’s position at the
Academy was not unusual in that it re-
flected a role characteristic of many Blacks
in the Deep South. One member of the
Academy succinctly depicted this attitude:

It is interesting to note that in all of the
great Southern homes there is an old col-
ored person, wise in the lore of many gen-
erations, who occupies a position of re-
spectful service to those who had known
him all their lives. Probably in no other
portion of the world has this relationship
been developed, it is peculiar to the South,
where Uncle or Auntie are wise councillors
to the younger generation. At the Academy
we have Uncle John, who has been a faith-
ful attendant here during fifty-two years.
All the difficulties of maintenance are nat-
urally referred to him. He knows our prop-
erties and buildings as no one else will ever
know them.*

Widgeon was much more than “Uncle”
John. Dr. Philip T. Uhler, President of the
Academy, was one man who fully recog-
nized Widgeon’s stature. Dr. Uhler was
once asked, in reference to Widgeon,
whether he had “an invaluable colored
man?” Sensing the derogatory slant of the
question, Dr. Uhler gave this answer which
reflected his esteem for Widgeon:

That man is a scientist. I don’t know what
we would do without him. He is a thor-
oughly trained and skilled collector. If we
should lose him I don’t know what we
would do—don’t know of a white man that
could take his place. He has most unusual
powers of observation. Nothing escapes
him; and his memory is remarkable.’

An examination of Widgeon’s early life re-
veals his proclivity to assume a sense of
responsibility, a position of leadership, and
thirst for knowledge.

John Widgeon was born on July 28, 1850
in a log cabin in Northampton County on
the Eastern Shore of Virginia, and was
raised on the farm of Robert C. Jacobs. He
was proud of his ancestry. “My father was
African,” he observed, “and my great—
grandmother was full-blooded Indian on
my mother’s side.” His mother was the cook
and “a favorite of the master, so he was not
opposed to [Widgeon] gaining knowledge.”®
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At an early age, Widgeon exhibited a strong
interest in collecting and observing insects,
snakes, lizards and many other specimens
found in the fields near his home. Widgeon
remained illiterate until the age of sixteen.
During Reconstruction, a Mrs. Patton and
Mrs. Dodson went south to help educate
young Blacks. They taught Widgeon for
two years, and although this was the extent
of his formal education they instilled in
him the invaluable lesson that knowledge
is power.”

After living in Virginia for nearly twenty
years, Widgeon moved to Baltimore in
search of employment. This first year in
Baltimore left a vivid impression. Widgeon
recollected it “as the hardest and coldest
winter” he ever lived through. Chesapeake
Bay was frozen from Light Street Wharf to
Annapolis. It was frozen so “you could drive
a wagon down the Chesapeake Bay.” Wid-
geon could not find work for about three
months. Permanent jobs were difficult to
find. Widgeon worked as a waiter in a
boarding house on Liberty Street, a steve-
dore on a public wharf, and “odds and ends”
whenever he could.®

One day while walking down the street,
Widgeon was approached by a man who
offered him a day’s work. The man took
him to the Maryland Academy of Sciences
where Dr. Philip T. Uhler, then President,
employed him for a few days to clean the
building because they were expecting Otto
Luger from Germany who was to take
charge of the Academy. Widgeon worked
for nearly two weeks. When he requested a
permanent job, Dr. Uhler indicated they
were indeed seeking a man, but he wanted
a White man. “After a while he told me to
keep on working until he told me to go,”
Widgeon recalled.’ The following Spring
Widgeon began to collect snakes, water
bugs, and other specimens from Druid Hill
Park. Thus began the notable career of this
young Black.

Widgeon continued to work at the Acad-
emy and to add to his collection of natural
history for five years. At that time the City
of Baltimore assumed control of the Acad-
emy, and Widgeon was left without a job.
Dr. Alfred E. Sharp, Treasurer of the Mary-
land Academy of Sciences, offered Widgeon
employment in his store doing general
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FIGURE 1.
John Widgeon.

work. Widgeon worked for Sharp & Dohme,
assisting Charles E. Dohme, a chemist, in
his laboratory. “If he was not there, I was,”
stated Widgeon, and “I worked my way
from the scrub brush up to assistant chem-
ist.”'® Widgeon stated: “What that great
and good man did for me I shall never
forget. For he did not treat me as a servant,
but like a father in many instances.”!* He
remained with Sharp & Dohme for sixteen
years.

During this period, the Maryland Acad-
emy of Sciences remained inactive. When
the Academy was finally able to purchase a
house on Centre Street with money be-
queathed to Dr. Uhler, Dr. Uhler asked
Widgeon to return to the Academy and
resume his collecting activities. Widgeon
had to begin the collections anew. Appar-
ently, the only collection which had re-
mained intact was that of the birds. A Pro-
fessor Smith, a member of the Academy,
had kept this collection in the State Normal
School until the Academy was once again
in operation. Widgeon assumed a great deal
of responsibility. “I collected specimens,
arranged them, ran errands, and took care
of the whole place,” he recalled.'? About

two years after his return to the Academy,
Widgeon was away on a collecting trip
when Dr. Uhler sent for him to return
immediately to Baltimore. A whale had
been stranded in the Chesapeake Bay. A
steamboat had hauled the whale to Cher-
rystone, Virginia. Widgeon was dispatched
to procure the skeleton of the whale for the
Academy. His arrival in Virginia was none
too soon. Representatives from several
other museums had converged on the scene
to obtain the whale for their respective
institutions.

A Captain Ranier had towed the whale
to a nearby creek. Widgeon had been pro-
vided with $80.00 to purchase the whale,
but the Captain demanded $100.00. Fortu-
nately, Widgeon met a man whose mother
had owned Widgeon’s father during slave
times. John explained that he was working
for the Maryland Academy of Sciences, and
had been entrusted to purchase the whale.
This individual intervened on behalf of
Widgeon and was able to buy the whale for
$80.00. It took one week and the labor of
five men to remove the meat from the
bones. Every bone, except for one which
was broken, was returned to the Academy.
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This skeleton remained in the Academy for
several years, but was later placed in the
Library at Johns Hopkins University.*

Widgeon made several trips to the West
Indies to obtain pieces of coral for the
Academy. One of his most noteworthy
achievements while in the West Indies was
to ascend Blue Mountain Peak in Jamaica
and take several photographs from its sum-
mit. In Jamaica, Widgeon made a large
collection of coral. Because there was only
one diver with any experience on the island,
Widgeon had to learn diving himself to get
the coral.*

In the early 1920s, the Maryland Acad-
emy of Sciences undertook a survey of In-
dian sites in the State. John C. Wrenshall
directed the project, and John Widgeon
performed the fieldwork.!® As a result of
this survey, sufficient information had been
accumulated to warrant the compilation of
a map on which “to base the study of Indian
Archaeology in Maryland.”*® Matthew
Page Andrews assumed the expense of ac-
quiring for the Academy the entire personal
Indian artifacts collection of Wrenshall.
Because of a lack of funds and insufficient
space in the building, the Academy was
unable to exhibit to the general public this
extensive collection of Indian artifacts and
to prepare a map based on Widgeon’s sur-
vey.

It was not until the 1930s that the Acad-
emy was in a position to prepare and pub-
lish a map of Indian sites in Maryland.
Thelma Groth, an unemployed artist, re-
quested work at the Enoch Pratt Library.
Joseph L. Wheeler, Librarian, suggested
that if she could find “some person of
means to pay her salary for a couple of
months, [he] would like very much to see
an Indian history picture map drawn.”?’
Groth recommended Mr. Lemuel T. Ap-
pold, who readily agreed to cover the cost
of her salary. The map was drawn in the
Maryland Department at the Enoch Pratt
Library. Upon its completion, Groth sub-
mitted it to two or three people for criti-
cism. Wheeler contacted the Maryland
Academy of Sciences to see if they would
be interested in assuming the cost of having
plates made from the map. Frank A. Wood-
field, the Director of the Academy, indi-
cated this was “the type of work which is
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in the Academy’s field” and agreed to fi-
nance the plates. Woodfield sent the map
to Donald A. Cadzow for a critical review.
William B. Marye, E. Ralston Goldsbor-
ough, and Alice L. L. Ferguson were also
consulted. Ironically, Widgeon’s extensive
collections and notes were not used in the
compilation of this map.'®

Based on his surveys, Widgeon was able
to note the presence of communal burials.
Frank G. Speck, an anthropologist from the
University of Pennsylvania, apparently had
met Widgeon, and cited his findings:

John Widgon [sic] reports findings these
communal burials occasionally in his sur-
veys, and his material is exhibited in the
collections of the Maryland Academy of
Sciences in Baltimore. He states that he
has found indications of as many as seventy
burials in one cluster. Occasionally, more-
over, he discovers them in shell-heaps in
which case he has made a most interesting
observation, namely, that the shells are
found turned with the concave side upward
in shell-heaps containing burials. This, he
thinks, was to prevent the entrance of rain
and surface water as much as possible.’®

Widgeon was also a philospher. Although
only a small amount of his manuscripts
have survived to the present, these papers
reveal a man who truly understood the ra-
cial prejudice of his times. One of the most
remarkable of these documents is entitled
“John Widgeon To His People.” It is wor-
thy of reprinting here.

It has been said that “All coons look alike.”

The color and habits of the common Rac-
coon is characterized by a short, stout body,
pointed muzzle and moderately large tail.

Those found in the United States is less
then 2 feet long.

The general color is light gray tinged and
overlaid with a black tip of hair, and the
under part gray without black tips of the
same color, interspace being grayish white.
The end of the muzzle whitish, and a black
patch on its cheek and another behind the
ear.

It feeds on roots, birds and small animals,
and oysters. (They are easily tamed. It is
said that they dip their feet in water before
eating, which is emblamatic of cleaniness).

The Raccoon which is found in India is of
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a brilliant red, head whitish, tail marked
with brown rings. Curva® calls them the
most beautiful of all coons.

The coon is a great fighter. When attracted
by unskilled enemies he is more or less apt
to gain a victory.

I have seen as many as five good dogs
conquered by one.

They do not stand on their feet when fight-
ing, but they lay down on their backs so as
to have full use of their feet and claws.

So as we are called by their name, I don’t
think but what it would be right for us to
scratch for our deliverance.

God said in His divine word, “Ask what
you will in My name.” He will give it.

The human coons do not ask for social
rights, because that is a right which belongs
to each man. But we do contend for equal
rights before the law, which is a right that
all men contend for.

It has been said that all coons look alike,
so perhaps it is because people have not
studied carefully the family from a zoolog-
ical point of view, as have such men as
Aristotle and Cuva and other great men of
less renown.

Cuva after he had finished his investigation
said that the coon of India was the most
beautiful of all the known quadrupeds. He
was looking from an external point in
which he saw.

In the first place, white, black, yellow, gray,
brown and red.

Since we have classed with them on ac-
count of color, I don’t think that it was a
true statement.

Since we have been mixed up with all of
those colors, I think that those people
which have been looking at us in this way
must have an optical machine which will
only show one color, and think that they
won’t do us any harm.

We will take another look at coons.

Just look how those who brought us to this
country looked at us. They did see a differ-
ence in us. So if the statement is true which
say that each generation is weaker and
more wise, and if this is not true, their way
of classifying was wrong, or else they made
a terrible mistake in their classifications.

Let us look and see how they classed in the
first place—field servants, cook, chamber-
maids, waiters, coachmen, valaes, black-

smiths, carpenter, engineers, railroaders,
painters, fisherman, overseers on farms,
clerks in stores.

They did not take all “coons” for the same
kind of service. This is what I call perfect
classifying.

They knew that all of them could not be
trained to do the same thing, and so they
took the right method to accomplish the
best results.

In this advanced age some white men have
not been able to see us yet. So I would
suggest that such ones take a different view
of us before coming to a first conclusion
about us.

The result of the first classification has
given some great men of our family.

Why it was those who knew our worth in
this country (and hundreds of us was re-
membered in their master’s wills, and not
only them, but lefted it so that their off-
springs should enjoy it for all time) under-
stood us and other men don’t today.

How did they class us? It was done in three
ways: first, Honesty; second, Truthful, and
third, Faithfulness.

And we still have friends who is using the
same rule in classing us and they want to
see us honored as men, because they knew
that their father could see right and they
want to see the off springs of those whom
their father considered near and dear enjoy
Life and Liberty, unmolested and also pro-
tected by law.

All though it has been said the colored coon
has no rights that white man is bound to
respect, this statement does not seem to
hold good from the very fact if you would
even go as far back as 1820 you will see
then that those coons who had been given
freedom, had rights of which the white
people felt that they were sure to respect.

There were numbers of cases when the law
had to see them protected in their lawful
rights.

In such cases the coon could find help, even
from ex—Governor Wise, of Va., and other
great men of his class.

General Lee, one of the greatest Southern
men that ever lived in that country, said
that the human coon ought to be free, and
that he had a right to have it, and he wanted
them to have it. If free he wanted them to
feel that they had a right to be protected in
it, and that by law, regardless of color.
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So if our wise Statesmen and Philosophers
would throw away their prejudices they
would see no love for wife, and no love for
their children, but Love for all man kind.
God has said that we should Love Him with
all our hearts, and our neighbors as our-
selves.

Now, my brethren, let us remember that
we do have friends and that we do have
rights of which the white people feel that
we are bound to be respected, and will do
it just as sure as there is a just God in
heaven.

I mean to say that every true American
citizen will do it, or else they do not believe
in the Declaration of Independence, which
say that every man is entitled to those God-
gave rights.

The founders of this country believe that
God made all men to be free and equal, and
they would not rest day or night until it
was given.

We still have true and tried friends who
will not be contented until every color of
men shall enjoy freedom.

With all that the word stands for.

We have done good service in the past so
let us continue for we have produced some
good amongst us, as well as bad, which is
not unusual. You will find good and bad
everywhere.

We are not all murderers and thieves, rob-
bers and rapers, and jail birds.

Why we have produced Astronomer Ben-
jamin Banaker, Statesman Frederick
Douglas, Preacher John Jaster, Educator
Booker T. Washington, Lawyer H. Cum-
mings and a Scientist.

So we have a great deal to be proud of if
we are called coons. And if we are treated
all right others will be proud of us in the
future as they have been in the past.

What would you think of a Black Coon if
he would discard his White band, which
adds to his beauty? He would soon find
that there would be no coon at all.

So we should decide to stay with our white
friends because they admire our beauty.

I am sure that after this election the coon
will find protection, because the coon
knows where to build his house, not only
for his own color, but for all of his friends.
So let the dogs bark, the coon will be safe
in the hollow of protection.?

Widgeon was also a very religious man.
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At the age of seventeen, he joined the Bap-
tist Church. In Baltimore, he started his
own congregation with only three members
and soon had enough followers to build the
Fairfield Baptist Church. It was in this
church that the Master of Science degree
was conferred upon Widgeon for his many
contributions to the Maryland Academy of
Sciences. “I had it framed the very day I
got it and hung it in my house,” Widgeon
proudly stated.”

John Widgeon remained with the Acad-
emy until his death in 1937. Frank A.
Woodfield praised Widgeon as “highly en-
thusiastic, despite the fact he was well over
eighty, and to the day of his death never
lost interest in the Academy.””® “I have
given my best days to the Academy of Sci-
ences and to its interest in every respect,”
Widgeon remarked, “so what I have done
will be seen and remembered hereafter.”?*
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The Jewish Board of Arbitration in
Baltimore, The Early Years

LAURAINE LEVY KARTMAN

BALTIMORE CAN TAKE CREDIT FOR
being one of the first cities in the United
States to organize a Jewish Court of Arbi-
tration. The specific need arose from the
large influx of Jewish immigrants at the
turn of the twentieth century. By 1890,
more than four thousand Russians, mostly
Jews, had settled on the eastern side of the
city. They had been preceded by German
Jews. By 1900, over ten thousand Russians
outnumbered the more than two thousand
people born in Poland and Italy and the
country which is now called Czechoslo-
vakia. Most of the immigrants began their
new life in communities where they could
use their own language. At first they built
either synagogues or churches where ser-
vices were held in their native tongue. Then
each group established institutions to meet
the needs of the newcomers such as aid
societies, schools, fraternal organizations,
newspapers, building and loan associations.
At that time, the government did not yet
operate in that sphere to any significant
degree. The similar responses of ethnic
groups stemmed from their similar needs
and conditions.

One difference between the Jewish ethnic
group and all others in Baltimore during
this immigrant period was the inception of
a Jewish Court of Arbitration to settle dis-
putes among Jews. The rationale for it was
that disputes among immigrant Jews were
so often tied up with Jewish customs and
traditions that their arising in public courts
proved an embarrassment to the entire
closely-knit Jewish community. Further-
more, it was seldom that a court unac-

Lauraine Levy Kartman, L.C.S.W. is Music Therapist
at Levindale Hebrew Geriatric Center and Hospital in
Baltimore, Md., and Social Work Consultant in var-
ious Baltimore area nursing homes.

quainted with Jewish law, Jewish customs,
and Jewish tradition, was able to under-
stand and adjudicate such disputes.

The immigrants brought their former
way of life and world view with them when
they came to America. Besides being
steeped in “old world” ways of thinking,
most of the East European Jews had an
Orthodox religious frame of reference. In
addition, they had problems adapting to a
new society. As a result, by the first decade
of this century there was an excess of liti-
gation among the poor classes and generally
among those who didn’t have the benefit of
a long residence in this country.

When a case of Jewish ethnicity with
religious ramifications was heard in civil
court, Judge John J. Dobler suggested to
Louis H. Levin, a lawyer, a new method of
adjudication of disputes between Jews. In
1912 a meeting was held in the Baltimore
Talmud Torah Hall when the organization
of the Jewish Court of Arbitration was pro-
posed by Louis H. Levin. The proposal met
with immediate favor and four Jewish or-
ganizations, the Federated Jewish Chari-
ties, United Hebrew Charities, Independ-
ent Order B’nai Brith and Independent Or-
der of Brith Sholom joined to form the
Jewish Court of Arbitration. Between 1914,
when the Court held its first session, and
1929, nearly one thousand cases had been
heard. The Jewish Board of Arbitration in
Baltimore became a constituent agency of
the Associated Jewish Charities after it was
formed in 1921.

HisTORIC PRECEDENTS

The historic procedents for the Jewish
Board of Arbitration, organized in Balti-
more and other American cities as well, is
the idea of arbitration or “shalom” (peace)
which is one of the concerns of Jewish life
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handed down for centuries. In many local-
ities of Russia, Poland, Rumania, and other
Jewish sections of Europe (until the eman-
cipation of the Jews in the nineteenth cen-
tury) no other tribunals were patronized
except the Beth Din (Hebrew House of
judgment), i.e. a rabbinic court of law,
which arbitrated disputes. The rabbinic
court of law had jurisdiction in civil, crim-
inal, and religious matters. Records of some
Beth Dins go back to the early Middle Ages.

The Beth Din itself was an outgrowth of
the Sanhedrin in ancient Israel during the
Temple Period. The Sanhedrin was an as-
sembly of seventy-one ordained scholars
that functioned as the Supreme Court and
legislature. It disappeared from the Jewish
scene before the end of the fourth century
A.D. The original historical precedent of
meting out justice goes back to Biblical
times where the tribunal reportedly was
established by Moses (Exodus 18:21-6). It
subsequently was modified to meet the
needs of the Jewish people. The idea of an
ethnic court of justice was, therefore, a
synthesis of previous precedents by the
Jewish immigrant population in Baltimore
after the turn of this century. It was set up
as a Board of Arbitration to meet the press-
ing needs and issues of the day, as in former
times.

How THE COURT FUNCTIONED

The aim of the court in Baltimore was to
carry out the Jewish ideal of justice, simply
and directly without the encumbrance of
complicated procedures and without the
publicity that can accompany court trials.
Some of the essential characteristics estab-
lished for this arbitration tribunal were as
follows: “It was a court in which no man
who is a member of the bar is ever permit-
ted to sit as a judge; in which no lawyer is
allowed to appear; where the only rules of
evidence are those of common sense; the
sessions of which are not guided by books
of law. A court to the decisions of which
both parties to every dispute agree in ad-
vance of the hearing; from the rulings of
which appeals are practically never taken;
a court without juries and without delays.”’

In discussing the court, the Baltimore
Evening Sun of February 3, 1925 stated,
“One advantage of the arbitration system
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is that the judges or arbitrators may be
chosen to suit the circumstances of each
case coming before the court. The only rule
is that no lawyer may be selected under any
circumstances. If a question of the terms of
a real estate lease is up for consideration, a
real estate dealer may be chosen as one of
the arbitrators. There are three appointed
in each case. If the dispute involves an
infraction of the Mosaic law, a rabbi may
sit as one of the judges.” One of the three
judges appointed by the directors of the
court may, therefore, be a specialist along
the lines of the case to be heard.

The early board of directors of the Arbi-
tration Board were lawyers, Louis H. Levin,
Lewis Putzel, and Sidney L. Nyburg. They
constituted an advisory committee or Legal
Aid Bureau which could furnish necessary
free legal advice to persons who were unable
to pay for the services. The first secretary
of the Court of Arbitration was S. Richard
Nathanson. He was an expert in the settle-
ment of disputes and often he was able to
help the parties reach an agreement in pri-
vate hearing. Due to Mr. Nathanson’s ef-
forts, a public hearing before the arbitrators
was often unnecessary.

The court didn’t attempt to handle any-
thing in the way of a criminal charge or
hear divorce cases, though often it per-
suaded families who had quarreled to go
home and try it over again. Any case could
be brought before the Court of Arbitration
except those in which the law of Maryland
didn’t permit arbitration, or those which
obviously lacked merit.

The original cost in 1915 for the hearing
of a case in the Jewish Court of Arbitration
was twenty-five cents. By 1925, the court
cost had increased to fifty cents, which was
the fee charged by the messenger who de-
livered the nonbinding summons to the de-
fendant. Because attorneys were not per-
mitted, litigants did not pay legal fees.

When the court was in session, the liti-
gants took an oath with their heads covered
for religious reasons. The atmosphere sub-
sequently was informal and cases were con-
ducted in Yiddish or in English, or in both
languages.” The arbitration hearings were
open to the public, and parties presented
their own cases. “The Court’s chief merit
was that it provided a tribunal that thor-
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oughly understood the people who came
before it, and was able to view their interest
sympathetically. [Due to arbitration en-
deavors] disputes between employer and
employee were settled without involving
civil authorities. Husbands and wives were
amicably reunited. Friendships were re-
stored, and bitter enemies erased.”® The
Board conceived of itself not only as a body
that dispensed justice but even more as a
body that tried to make peace among the
disputants.

Arbitration was rendered without delay,
expense, or unnecessary publicity. In the
first two and a half years the court handled
351 cases. From the very first, its verdicts
were generally accepted. Only 10 percent of
the litigants (thirty-five in all) refused to
abide by the court’s decision.

The Jewish Court of Arbitration is still
active today to a reduced degree and is now
the Mediation and Arbitration Board of the
Baltimore Jewish Community Relations
Council.

CLAIMS/DECISIONS 1915 TO 1925

The source material for the early Claims/
Decisions of the Jewish Board of Arbitra-
tion in Baltimore is in the library of the
Jewish Historical Society of Maryland. The
earliest records available date back to 1915.
Not all the case material was preserved,;
therefore the data available reflects only a
sampling of the court’s arbitration en-
deavors.

From the material available for the pe-
riod of 1915 to 1925, a total of 101 cases
falls into three broad categories, which are
indicative of the problems and concerns of
that era. Of significance also is that the
claims were a reflection of the life-style
and world view of the Jewish immigrant
population.

The three categories delineated are Small
Claims, Jewish “Traditional,” and Other.
The nature of small claims involving small
debts is indicative of the humble occupa-
tions of the immigrants. Jewish Traditional
Claims infer not only those cases concern-
ing the orthodox faith but the culture that
has evolved from it through the ages. These
types of cases may overlap in other areas,
but the criteria for the category was that
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the element of traditional Judaism was
present. The last unit of demarcation,
Other, refers to special cases that do not fit
into either of the previous categories. The
small number of cases that fall within the
category “Other” reflects the comparatively
minor significance of these issues in the
Jewish community.

A breakdown of these three categories
may be stated as follows:

NATURE OF CLAIMS

 1915- 1918- 1921-
Number of: 1917 "1920 1925 Total

Small Claims 24 37 17 78

Jewish 6 6 4 16
Tradi-
tional
Other 4 2 [ i
Total 34 45 22 101

SMALL CLAIMS

Of the total claims of this study of 1915
to 1925, the highest priority of the Jewish
immigrant was given to small claims (78
cases). The litigants’ claims reflect the na-
ture of their humble occupations such as
plumber, repairman, an operator of small
business establishments such as grocery
store and butcher. The amounts of the
small debts reflect the economic conditions
of the people as well as the valuation of the
dollar in that period. For example, on May
28, 1918, a claim was made for “$6.00 which
represents the value of a piece of oiled cloth
defendants are alleged to have misplaced in
moving.” A larger claim made on April 23,
1918 was for a refund of $238.00 “which
represents a deposit for steamship tickets
which tickets are alleged not to have been
procured by defendant.” (The money was
to be used to bring another immigrant over
to America.) While the debts are small,
they generally progressed upward monetar-
ily during the period surveyed. On the low-
est end of the spectrum, a decision in 1917
stipulated that the defendant had to pay
the plaintiff $2.00. By 1925 the claims were
more in the $50.00 to $100.00 range. Be-
cause the majority of claims were of the
nature of small claims, it seems that one of
the main functions of the Jewish Board of
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Arbitration was to act as a type of settle-
ment court, its decisions being more in the
nature of a compromise between litigants.

JEWISH TRADITIONAL

The most colorful cases of a specific eth-
nic nature are categorized as Jewish Tra-
ditional (16 cases) during the survey of 1915
to 1925. The concerns of the Jewish immi-
grants also reflect their problems of a spe-
cific cultural identity carried over from the
0Old World. This was a transition period in
America where adapting to a new society
still reflected traditional roots and con-
cerns.

Of the sixteen cases with a traditional
frame of reference, six were related to in-
ternal affairs of synagogues (involving rab-
bis, sextons, officers, a member, and a syn-
agogue boundary). The next highest area of
concern were issues relating to cemeteries
(involving boundaries, real estate, and
lots). Two cases involved alleged slander
and “misrepresentation of facts” which
evoke the Biblical injunction, “Thou shalt
not bear false witness against thy neigh-
bor.” The other three cases involve pay-
ment for loss of “tfillim” (objects worn by
men in prayer), an issue of kosher meat
(ritually clean according to Jewish dietary
laws), and payment for “shadchen” (match-
maker) services.

In the case of “misrepresentation of
facts” on July 10, 1917 a circular had been
issued declaring, among many accusations
against another person, that “a new Nicho-
las grew up in Baltimore.” This was a great
insult as it refers to Czar Nicholas the
Second who dealt harshly with the Jews in
Russia. The decision of the court was that
the perpetrator of the circular “should call
up (the person he maligned) and apologize
because the whole thing was unfounded.”

In the “shadchen” (matchmaker) case of
January 19, 1918, the plaintiff wanted half
the matrimonial commission although the
defendant, i.e., the matchmaker, did most
of the work. Because the plaintiff was in-
strumental in introducing the groom to the
matchmaker, the court arbiters decided the
plaintiff should get one-third of the com-
mission, and the matchmaker should get
two-thirds commission. The decisions of
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the court were decided primarily not by
religious or secular law but by common
sense. As a result of arbitration, the neces-
sity of going into secular courts to settle
differences was avoided.

OTHER TYPES OF CASES
There were seven other types of cases

brought before the Jewish Board of Arbi-
tration during this era. They can be broken
down as issues of real estate (3), sick benefit
(1), assault (1), domestic relations (1), and
support and maintenance of indigent par-
ent (1). The paucity of cases reflects that
they were minimal problems to the immi-
grants. Real estate issues were practically
nil due to the low socio-economic status of
immigrants. Other issues were a rarity in
the Jewish community due to closely knit
family and communal life of the Jewish
ethnic group.

DECISIONS

The decisions of the court were only oc-
casionally rendered in full for either the
plaintiff or defendant. On the whole, deci-
sions were more usually in the nature of a
compromise. In small claims, usually the
arbiters decided that a portion of the claim
be paid. Judgments were qualified in this
manner in an effort to appease both parties
involved. For example, the disposition by
the court of an $11.00 claim (January 4,
1917) was decided: “Defendant to receive
$1.00, plaintiff $7.00, war sufferers $3.00.”
In another case (July 10, 1917), a defendant
had to pay back bills of $21.46, “but inas-
much as there is evidence that he did have
a loss by the spoiling of the herring, we
(arbiters) find that the defendant be al-
lowed $7.00.” Verbal agreements and
“moral promises” between litigants were
also arbitrated by compromise decisions.

The outward principle of the court was
justice, but the real principle was “shalom,”
peace. As the arbiters wrote in a June 14,
1919 decision, “the only reward they (the
arbiters) pray for is that all bitterness be
blotted out, that all parties forgive and
forget, that real peace prevail and that Bal-
timore Jewry continue to enjoy its excellent
reputation.”

Common sense, equitable justice, and
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making peace between parties were the cri-
teria by which the decisions of the Jewish
Court of Arbitration were rendered.

How THE COURT AND CASES REFLECT
SociaL HISTORY

The Jewish Court of Arbitration and its
endeavors are indicative of the social his-
tory of America and the Jewish ethnic
group of that era. During the immigrant
influx to American shores (the “goldeneh
medina,” golden land of opportunity) there
was the majority American society and then
there were minority ethnic groups, such as
the East European immigrants. In 1917,
the ratio of the entire Jewish population to
the total population in America was 3.28.
The Jewish Board of Arbitration was a
subsystem within the American system of
democracy. It was also a legal system within
a legal system.

The highly individualistic institution of
a Jewish court reflects the communal spirit
in the American urban center where intra-
group frictions could be arbitrated by one’s
own ethnic peers. Since the court was most
active during the period from 1915 to 1925,
it is also an indication of the social isolation
and alienation of the Jewish immigrants in
their relation to the outer society.

Some major trends in the evolution of
the American national character in the
twentieth century can be measured on the
spectrum of ethnicity, acculturation, and
assimilation. Today’s society has reached
beyond the melting pot, taking pride in
one’s own ethnicity. The thread that runs
through these themes is nativism, the value
judgment that descendants of the founding
fathers of America have the highest status
combined with an antipathy towards aliens
who are not assimilated. Ironically, the ac-
tual founding fathers did not foster nativ-
ism. George Washington first spoke of
America as an asylum to the oppressed and
needy of the earth.

During the immigrant wave in America
around the turn of the twentieth century, a
mutual suspicion must have existed be-
tween the newly arrived ethnic groups and
the nativist type of population. This could
very well be another reason for the creation
of the Jewish Board of Arbitration where
the unique tongue of Yiddish could be used,
understood, and accepted within the frame-
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work of a distinct cultural identity different
from the outer society.

The cases of the court reflect intragroup
tensions. Even the small claims filed in the
courts were issues of Jews working and
dealing with other Jews. It seems, according
to the spectrum delineated of the American
national character trends, the East Euro-
pean immigrant referred to was still in the
American ethnic stage during the era ad-
dressed. It seems clear that only those im-
migrants who felt a deep sense of their
cultural roots went to the Jewish Court of
Arbitration.

The initial ethnic period of development
in the American national character can be
illustrated by the Jewish Traditional cases
heard and decided by the court. These cases
all have in common the element of Jewish
culture; however, they have hardly any-
thing to do with the 613 “mitzvot” (Hebrew
commandments), i.e., precepts in the Jew-
ish laws. Traditions then were carried over
from the “shtetls” (East European ghettos),
but not the piety associated with their for-
mer environment. The Jewish traditional
cases mainly deal with censuring group
members within the community. These
cases did not serve as injunctions for not
following the commandments. Issues relat-
ing to cemeteries, too, have nothing to do
with the actual laws of burial. They refer
to boundaries, real estate, and lots. Buying
a place of burial was of utmost importance
to the immigrants. Only one case concern-
ing kosher meat could come under the cat-
egory of religious law. The matchmaker
case was a cultural phenomenon, a tradi-
tional custom used in lieu of the American
concept of romantic love. The case pertain-
ing to loss of “tfillim” (objects worn by men
in prayer) infers religious devotion, but is
not based on Jewish laws pertaining to
worship.

Lastly, the fact that a number of cases
involve several synagogues (houses of
prayer) makes one wonder if they were
erected only for reasons of religious wor-
ship. The fact that the urban minority
group built so many, when technically it
wasn’t necessary, leads one to the conclu-
sion that it had to do with variances in the
Jewish minority cultural and social pat-
terns emanating from their country and
village of European origin. This also backs
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up the thesis that the Jewish immigrants,
on the whole, retained their cultural ways
but were only nominally Orthodox.

From the court’s cases in the category of
Jewish Traditional, one can deduce that
those who immigrated to America were not
that pious. Their background, culture, and
traditions had little to do with their reli-
gious devotion. The ideal of group cohesion
is evident in the cases that were considered
different from the group’s norms. The
norms had little to do with piety but with
justice and fair dealing with one’s fellow
man. Jewish homogeneity during that era
was based on ethnic identity while in pur-
suit of a common destiny in America.

The traditional type of cases of the Jew-
ish Board of Arbitration helps dispel the
notion that the Orthodox immigrants were
very religious. “Those who emigrated first
can be expected to have been the least
traditional whose piety was at most what
Leo Baeck called Milieu-Frommigkeit”®
(i.e., religiousness only as the result of en-
vironment of background and culture). The
East European immigrants were of the
“prosteh” (uneducated) class seeking “par-
nosseh” (livelihood) in America. They were
designated in the Jewish idiom as “people
of the week” in contrast to the truly pious
“people of the book”.

Cases involving small claims illustrated
differences of opinion that are evident
within the intragroup structure. The mon-
etary amounts in the cases themselves in-
dicate both the low socioeconomic status of
the East European immigrants as well as
the value of the dollar during that era.

The 1917 case of a defendant requiring
$2.00 as the payment to the plaintiff rep-
resented a significant amount in those days.
(It was also a matter of compromise, arbi-
tration.) The high cost of living in that era
has been deplored in a 1914 issue of Amer-
ican Cookery. “During the last decade (liv-
ing costs have) soared to an appalling ex-
tent.”® Still, even though salaries were low
monetarily for the immigrant, what the
dollar purchased was, in most instances,
sufficient to provide for the person living
in those times. Arbitration amounts rose
between 1915 and 1925, perhaps due to a
greater increase in the economic mobility
of the immigrant and also as the cost of
living rose. The cases are indicative, too,
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that every dollar was important to the im-
migrant whose lifestyle was one of poverty
and long working hours.

The social history significance of the
small claims cases can be summed up by
Oscar Handlin. “To create capital in Amer-
ica meant a miserly scrimping at the ex-
penses of day-to-day consumption. It
meant a slighting of traditional obligations,
the exploitation rather than the succor of
neighbors.”” Justice was sought and
achieved, however, through the use of the
Jewish Arbitration Court.

The low socioeconomic status of the im-
migrant is evident in the types of liveli-
hoods denoted by the court cases. They also
indicate their individualism and self-em-
ployment, like plumber, grocer, butcher,
and operators of small businesses. In that
era industry was blossoming in America,
especially the manufacture of clothing. The
court cases, however, illustrate that immi-
grants could become small entrepeneurs of
the working class.

The beginnings of real estate cases (3)
show the burgeoning of social mobility and
acculturation into the American society.
Other cases (4) reflect deviance from basic
cultural norms, which were a rarity in the
immigrant population.

The social history of the East European
immigrant population as it struggled to
plant roots in America is gleaned from the
cases and the nature of the Jewish Board
of Arbitration. Some of the explanations
are an educated interpretation within the
context of history.

The Jewish immigrants came to America
in pursuit of freedom, just as they pursued
freedom in the Biblical Exodus. It is very
interesting that in 1776 Benjamin Frank-
lin, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson
wanted the Seal of the United States to
depict the Israelites escaping from Egypt.
The founding fathers equated the American
Revolution with the Israelites’ quest for
freedom. The ideologies are the same al-
though the patterns of social history are
diverse.

CONCLUSION

From the beginning the Jewish Board of
Arbitration in Baltimore represented a
bridge between the complex principles of
American law and similar but equally com-
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plex principles of Jewish rabbinic tradition.
The unique decisions of the court were
decided primarily not by religious or secular
law but by common sense. The judges who
were a panel of three arbiters, always strove
to reach a verdict that satisfied both par-
ties.

The cost was nil, no lawyers were in-
volved, and the court evolved as being more
than a People’s Court. Even the humblest
could feel at ease because of the lack of
technicalities and informal atmosphere in
which to settle disputes. The nature of dis-
putes reflects the pressing issues, needs,
and lifestyle of that era.

The ancient wisdom of Solomon was
transplanted to American shores by the
establishment of the Jewish Board of Ar-
bitration in 1912 in Baltimore and other
cities. It was a positive force in the com-
munal life of the Jewish immigrants after
the turn of the century and its principles
remain a positive force even today.

The era of the inception of the Jewish
Board of Arbitration occurred during an
immigrant wave in American history. The
nature of the impact of immigrants into
American society depended not only on the
country’s economic and social develop-
ment, but also on the degree of similarity
between immigrants and the native groups
in lifestyle and cultural characteristics.
Problems of social adaptation and cultural
transfer constitute the chief human issues
1n immigration.

American Jewish social history, as evi-
denced by the Jewish Board of Arbitration
and case material, illustrates that the East
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European immigrants maintained their
own distinct ethnic group life and estab-
lished their own mutual-aid societies and
institutions in urban centers where the im-
migrants had low socioceconomic status. To
a high degree self-contained, the ethnic
community (which was distinguished by
language, culture, and traditional milieu
religious customs) was formed as the first
step towards acculturation into the popu-
lation majority of American society.

Today the descendants of Jewish immi-
grants enrich and embellish the fabric of
American life. The unsung heroes, however,
were the East European Jewish immigrants
and their urban pioneering efforts in Amer-
ica, the land of freedom.
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BOOK REVIEWS

Revolutionary Statesman: Charles Carroll and
the War. By Thomas O’Brien Hanley. A Cam-
pion Book. {Chicago: Loyola University Press,
1983. Pp. x, 448. $15.95.)

With publication of Revolutionary Statesman:
Charles Carroll and the War, Father Thomas
O’Brien Hanley continues his study of the polit-
ical career of Charles Carroll of Carrollton. After
a preliminary chapter summarizing his earlier
volume, Charles Carroll of Carrollton: The Mak-
ing of a Revolutionary Gentleman, Hanley re-
counts Carroll’s activities during the Revolu-
tionary era, both at the intercolonial and the
provincial and state levels. Tracing Carroll’s role
as a member of the mission to Canada, member
of the Committee of Correspondence and Coun-
cil of Safety, delegate to the Continental Con-
gress, and member of the Maryland Senate,
Hanley endeavors to delineate the process by
which Carroll evolved from a gentleman partici-
pating in the Revolutionary movement to a
statesman consciously developing himself as a
leader capable of contriving “options regarding
methods of independence,” motivated by a “lust
for fame” made honorable by his ability to “my-
thologize the cause” in whose service he labored.
(pp. 194-5)

With Hanley’s study as the first treatment of
Charles Carroll’s life since 1942, one can make
a persuasive case for the need for a contempo-
rary biography of Charles Carroll. He undenia-
bly played a prominent leadership role as Mary-
land secured independence (although not as ex-
clusively central a role as Hanley claims for
him). A man of immense wealth, he supported a
revolution whose implementation required great
financial sacrifice on his part (although other
colonists of substantial wealth joined him in that
sacrifice). Excluded from public office prior to
the Revolution because of his Roman Catholic
faith, by the closing years of his life Carroll had
become a living icon of the Revolution. (Thus,
any visitor to the region who could obtain an
invitation included a visit to Carroll on his itin-
erary, much as he also included a visit to Wash-
ington’s tomb.) Moreover, extensive scholarly
efforts in the last two decades have been devoted
to the colonial history of the Chesapeake region.
The results of these efforts have greatly enlarged
our understanding of the social and economic
context of Charles Carroll’s life. A biography
that combined the results of this scholarship
with the insights offered by the voluminous Car-

roll family papers would indeed be able to trace
the development of Charles Carroll as a states-
man, assessing those goals and attitudes that
Carroll shared with his social and economic
peers and those that were the product of his
special religious, educational and family back-
ground.

The biographer approaching a subject who,
like Carroll, played a significant role in a mo-
mentous historical period can construct his work
in one of two ways. He can focus upon his
subject, using the historical events as a backdrop
against which to measure the growth and devel-
opment of the actor being studied. Alternatively,
he can use the career of his subject as a foil by
which to illuminate the particular period of his-
tory. As indicated above, Father Hanley chose
the first approach but has implemented it by a
method that vitiates his efforts.

Hanley believes that “the extent of Carroll’s
writings makes it possible to present the inner
and outward movement of his life with unusual
detail.” {p. ix) Acting upon that belief, he gives
the reader a work largely shaped by Carroll, with
a gloss by Hanley. Rather than constructing this
biography to explicate the theme stated above,
Hanley allows his study to be molded by the
sources: the Carroll family correspondence (in
which Charles Carroll of Annapolis often comes
to life more vividly than does his son), Carroll’s
journal from the mission to Canada, and the
proceedings of the Continental Congress and the
Maryland Senate and House of Delegates. The
result is not only “unusual detail” but mind-
numbing detail, in which the germane and the
irrelevant are given equal weight and the thread
of Hanley’s argument becomes lost in the mo-
rass.

At the same time, Hanley frequently fails to
allow Carroll to speak for himself at opportune
moments. Writing of Carroll’s work in the Coun-
cil of Safety, Hanley asserts that Carroll was
“forced to reevaluate his desire for fame and to
estimate the satisfaction that it gave him.”
(p. 97) Similarly, upon Carroll’s return from
Canada, “the desire of a public fame . .. burned
more brightly than ever and brought vigor to the
task of winning a declaration by Maryland.” (p.
151) One assumes that Hanley’s appraisal is
based upon Carroll’s own words—not quoted—
rather than inferences. In this instance those
words would offer a valuable insight into Car-
roll’s perception of the responsibilities and re-
wards of public life, a perception central to
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Revolutionary Statesman’s thesis, but Hanley
omits the relevant passages.

By allowing Carroll, through the sources, to
shape the narrative, Hanley also permits Carroll
to determine the interpretation of events. In
fact, Hanley explicitly states that “conveying
how he perceived events is more important than
estimating his accuracy in terms of other
sources.” (p. ix) Thus, although he acknowledges
Carroll’s “touchiness, priggishness, compla-
cency, aloofness, introversion, rhetorical bom-
bast, and paranoia,” he considers them “passing
expressions of a life persistent in its forward
thrust.” (pp. 194-5) Hanley gives no indication
that awareness of Carroll’s defects tempers his
evaluation of Carroll’s activities. By his failure
as Carroll’s biographer to separate himself from
his subject, Hanley offers a one-dimensional
portrait. We have Carroll as seen through the
eyes of Carroll rather than as perceived by an
observer studying Carroll in the round, from the
perspectives of his fellow actors as well as from
his own.

Because of Hanley’s failure to distance him-
self from Carroll, neither can Revolutionary
Statesman function as a biography of the second
type, in which the subject is a device for illumi-
nating a broader canvas. Carroll in this work is
the sun around which all other actors, all events
revolve; those actors and events are seen only in
his reflected light and have little if any existence
beyond their connection with Carroll. For ex-
ample, Philip Crowl (Maryland During and
After the Revolution) in six pages conveys more
information about the careers and positions of
the major popular party leaders than Hanley
manages in his entire book. Similarly, despite
the many pages devoted to the legal tender issue
or to the question of confiscation of Tory prop-
erty, the reader knows no more about Carroll’s
opponents than the fact of their opposition. No
effort is made to present the issues other than
as Carroll viewed them; no effort is made to
move beyond Carroll’s views, to consider why
an opposition existed, or to weigh the merits of
the two sides.

One is left to wonder about the audience for
which this work is intended. On the one hand,
it presupposes an extensive knowledge of the
personalities and issues central to Maryland’s
history during the Revolutionary years. A reader
unfamiliar with Carroll’s life and seeking an
informative, well-rounded biography will not
find it in this volume. On the other hand, the
reader who brings knowledge of the period to
this work will surely find redundant the lengthy
process of examining Carroll’s perceptions of
the events, without interpretation or evaluation
in a broader context. Potential readers seeking
a study of the political controversies of the rev-
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olutionary period would do better to read Crowl
or Ronald Hoffman’s A Spirit of Dissension.
Those looking for a biography of Charles Carroll
would do better to wait for publication by the
Institute of Early American History and Culture
of the two-volume edition of Carroll’s letters,
which will include editor Hoffman’s biographi-
cal study of the Carroll family. Only those with
an appetite for detail, an indifference to style,
and a taste for hagiography are likely to find
Revolutionary Statesman suited to their inter-
ests.
JEAN B. Russo
The Johns Hopkins University

Shipwreck Anthropology. Edited by Richard A.
Gould. (Albuquerque, NM: University of New
Mexico Press, 1983. 8 text figures, bibliog-
raphy. 273 pp. $27.50.)

Underwater archaeology is a recent phenom-
enon. It has rightfully been identified as a nas-
cent discipline, having evolved during little more
than twenty years of research activity. During
those two decades, archaeologists working on
underwater sites have struggled to establish the
legitimacy of their investigations and developed
more or less standardized methods and tech-
niques for recovering data in a hostile environ-
ment. Today increasing attention to theoretical
problems, designs for research, and protection
and management of the resource base provide
an indication that underwater archaeology is
maturing beyond infancy. Shipwreck Anthropol-
ogy reflects much of the turmoil that is charac-
teristic of the adolescence of underwater archae-
ology.

A by-product of the May 1981 conference on
shipwrecks as anthropological phenomena spon-
sored by the School of American Research Ad-
vanced Seminars, Shipwreck Anthropology is
composed of eleven edited contributions of the
program participants. While the authors are
united in their expressed opposition to the loot-
ing of shipwreck sites by professional treasure
hunters and acknowledge that a diverse ap-
proach to the investigation of shipwreck sites
will recover more of the data those sites pre-
serve, their presentations diverge to reflect the
varied facets of the present “crisis in underwater
archaeology.” As the title suggests, Shipwreck
Anthropology explores the investigation of ship-
wrecks as anthropological phenomena and
sources of insight into patterns of human behav-
ior. Editor Richard A. Gould sets the tenor of
this volume in an examination of shipwrecks as
a part of the legitimate domain of archaeology
and consequently anthropology. In calling for a
unified approach to the investigation of under-
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water sites and introducing research design, re-
source management, and treasure hunting as
several of the major concerns of the seminar
participants, Gould identified those themes cen-
tral to the concept of shipwreck anthropology.

At the heart of the issues is the concept of the
shipwreck site as a source of data that relates to
broad and complex research problems associated
with human behavior. Proponents of a “nomo-
thetic” or general approach to the investigation
of shipwreck sites call for what Patty Jo Watson
in “Method and Theory in Shipwreck Archae-
ology” describes as well-thought-out, “broadly
generalizing and cross—culturally comparative”
research instead of the narrow historically par-
ticularistic investigations that anthropologists
cite as characteristic of the past two decades.
Regardless of the theoretical strength of these
arguments, several weaknesses cannot be ig-
nored. As Watson points out, “there seems to be
no good published example” of nomothetic the-
ory in practice. In “Rethinking Shipwreck Ar-
chaeology: A History of Ideas and Considera-
tions for New Directions,” Daniel A. Lenihan
confirms that anthropologists have failed to ex-
hibit the value of their inter-disciplinary ap-
proach. Historical particularists have carried out
most, if not all, of the underwater archaeological
research. While Larry Murphy presents a num-
ber of well-thought-out ways that shipwrecks
can contribute to understanding human behav-
ior in “Shipwrecks as Data Base for Human
Behavioral Studies,” his approach and the ef-
forts of both Gould and Mark P. Leone to trans-
late archaeological data into insight into pat-
terns of human behavior each illustrate a need
for and indeed dependence upon the by—prod-
ucts of historically particularistic research. Al-
though that approach is roundly condemned by
anthropologists, Gould’s comparison of the
Spanish Armada and the Battle of Britain in
“The Archaeology of War: Wrecks of the Span-
ish Armada of 1588 and the Battle of Britain,
1940” and Leone’s anthropological analysis of
data generated by an historical and archaeolog-
ical reconnaissance of the Patuxent River titled
“Land and Water, Urban Life, and Boats: Un-
derwater Reconnaissance in Chesapeake Bay”
would have been impossible without the data
base produced by what anthropologists conceive
as myopic preoccupations with the particulars
of history.

In support of historical particularism, George
F. Bass provides a clear and polished rationale
to support the continuation of such investiga-
tions in “A Plea for Historical Particularism in
Nautical Archaeology.” It is essential, he points
out, to “understand the details of the past before
trying to theorize vaguely about it.” Bass’ con-
cept of the interaction of historical and archae-
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ological research is shared by both Peter R.
Schmidt and Stephen A. Mrozowski. In “His-
tory, Smugglers, Change, and Shipwrecks,” they
concur that historical context is essential in
identifying and interpreting connections be-
tween behavior and material remains. In addi-
tion, they point out that modern historiography
transcends the concept of the historian’s craft
as an identification of the chronology of events.
One of the most obvious misconceptions of the
anthropologist is his concept of the role of his-
torical research in shipwreck archaeology. Yet
at the same time proponents of the nomothetic
approach to shipwreck archaeology acknowledge
that historical research is essential to a well-
rounded interdisciplinary research design.

Possibly these problems are not, as E. Gary
Stickel points out in “The Mystery of the Pre-
historic ‘Chinese Anchors’: Toward Research
Designs for Underwater Archaeology,” that un-
derwater archaeology has “technologically ad-
vanced beyond idealogical ability to cope with
advancement” but, as Bass suggests, one of se-
mantics and disciplinary isolation. Perhaps an-
thropologists do not recognize designs for re-
search unless they are presented in the format
and jargon utilized by Stickel in his proposed
approach for investigation of the Chinese stone
anchor site found off the California coast. These
problems are also apparent in examining Wil-
burn A. Cockrell’s “valid nonexclusive concep-
tual device designed to order certain classes of
shipwreck data” titled “A Trial Classificatory
Model for the Analysis of Shipwrecks” and
Cheryl Claassen’s suggestion in “Answering Our
Questions with Experiments” that there are “no
problems in archaeology that cannot be better
understood through experiment.” In both cases,
it is obvious that semantics and a lack of disci-
plinary interaction are perhaps the major bar-
riers between proponents of a nomothetic ap-
proach and those clinging to their “historical
particularism.” Without the necessity for de-
scribing his work a second time “in other words”
for the sake of clarification, Bass recounts in-
terdisciplinary efforts at classification, design-
ing research to answer complex questions, and
the construction of experimental models that
have characterized his research in the Mediter-
ranean.

Although it is difficult to remain a neutral
observer, as this review perhaps indicates, that
is in itself an excellent indication that the vol-
ume serves as an effective vehicle for conveying
the most successful aspect of the seminar. Ship-
wreck Anthropology does effectively disseminate
the variety of concerns that characterize the
present stage of underwater archaeological de-
velopment. It will undoubtedly serve as a stim-
ulant for the kind of interdisciplinary interac-
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tion that should in the final analysis strengthen
and enhance the products of archaeological re-
search underwater. While some of the presen-
tations might belabor casual reading, all provide
interesting material for ideological exercise, an
exercise not entirely lost during the first two
decades in the development of underwater ar-
chaeology.
GORDON P. WATTS
East Carolina University

Furniture Care and Conservation. By Robert F.
McGiffin, Jr. (Nashville, Tennessee: Ameri-
can Association for State and Local History,
1983. Pp. 256. $17.95.)

The “True Cross” was an object dear to a
conservator’s heart. Though broken into many
parts, it had a remarkable quality of endurance
such that centuries later the disparate parts had
actually grown in number to encompass enough
wood for a dozen crosses. An object of this
stability obviously had little need of the con-
servator’s hand. Unfortunately most wooden ar-
tifacts are not so lucky, and for these the art
and science of conservation was born. After
centuries of attempts to preserve objects of an-
tiquity, veneration, and artistic merit, the idea
of a systematic approach based upon the results
of scientific inquiry emerged early in this cen-
tury. This new scientific conservation was to
replace the more artistic and craft orientation
of “restoration.” Some of the advocates of the
new scientific conservation are on a crusade, one
that not only seeks to preserve our material
heritage but also to attack those who have yet
to accept the new faith.

Furniture Care and Conservation by Robert
McGiffin has both these qualities. The intro-
duction is a litany of the true believer’s creed.
The author’s first words to the reader are a
condemnation of the “restorer,” a creature to
whom all sorts of ills are attributed. The fore-
word by one of McGiffin’s mentors, Caroline
Keck, tells the reader that he or she is about to
get some good advice and that they had better
like it or else, and then proceeds to detail the
“or else.” Despite Mrs. Keck’s declaration that
the advice is both factual and objective, the
reader is subjected to many facts and some very
subjective interpretations of them.

The author writes of “furniture created for
utilitarian purposes in a living environment.”
This blithely ignores most of the furniture that
has been collected. High-style furniture was cre-
ated for artistic and often ceremonial purposes
that had little to do with utility. An early caption
describes “the true conservator” as one who
would leave an old incorrect repair in place as it
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shows part of the object’s history and use. This
leads me to wonder when a bad repair becomes
historic. One might conclude that if I make a
mistake today, I should be hounded out of the
profession, but if the mistake survives long
enough it becomes palatable, even subject to
preservation itself. McGiffin claims to be pre-
senting an alternative approach to the treatment
of historic furniture and wooden artifacts; one
that concentrates on how much and why and
not how to. Again he ignores the differences
between historic and artistic objects, which may
demand different approaches to achieve differ-
ent ends.

There is much excellent basic information in
this book that anyone involved with furniture
should know. Much of this is not limited to the
field of furniture conservation, and is available
through any book on collections care and main-
tenance. I wish I could endorse all the recom-
mendations for basic care and maintenance, but
some are too dangerous to ignore. McGiffin rec-
ommends weekly dusting of the furniture to
prevent a build-up of dust, which under certain
conditions can ruin a finish. Dusting and build-
ing maintenance in general are tasks that fall to
the lowest paid and most poorly trained person-
nel in any organization. Encouraging them to
weekly handle a collection is to invite disaster
and the more extensive efforts of a conservator.
This is a case where the chapter and verse cited
should be the horror stories of broken pieces,
lost veneer, and scratched finishes caused by
clumsy janitors and careless maids. The author
recommends the training and supervision of
such staff, but this seems more hopeful than
realistic. Even if one accepts the author’s in-
junction to clean and dust often, his instructions
are unclear. He makes no mention of the use of
silicone-laden spray polishes. These time-sav-
ers deposit silicone in the finish, which over a
period of time will destroy the finish and prevent
the adhesion of a new one. He uses the terms
wax polish, polishing, and dusting interchange-
ably in a single paragraph, and derides polishing
and encourages dusting. Another passage forbids
the use of linseed oil as a finish but condones
the sparing use of linseed oil-turpentine-and
vinegar as an infrequent polish. No use of lin-
seed oil in any form at any time should be the
unequivocal rule. The question of which glue to
use is confusing. White or yellow is a constant
subject of controversy. He says the yellow is
reversible and the white is not, while the man-
ufacturer of these says the opposite, which to-
tally avoids the question of different formulas
for different manufacturers. This is not a mere
semantic discussion on the pronunciation of po-
tatoes or tomatoes. The idea of reversibility is
central to conservation philosophy. McGiffin
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devotes a paragraph to the components and
manufacture of animal-hide glue, but is ambi-
valent on its use. Animal-hide glue is totally
reversible and was the basis of all furniture glues
well into the twentieth century. It is compatible
with the original material, comes in a modified
cold mix, or can be bought in flakes and prepared
as it has been for centuries in a double boiler.

The problems of finishes both old and new
are another example of unclear and one-sided
advice. McGiffin gives a very specific list of cases
where a bad finish may be removed. These in-
volve deteriorations of later finishes obscuring
original finishes. He makes no mention of how
to discover if there is original finish left. Nor
does he mention the fact that some finishes,
originals included, have darkened to the point
where the wood underneath is invisible. This is
a problem where inlay or highly figured woods
are used as part of the overall design. Painting
conservators do not hesitate to remove discol-
ored and deteriorating varnishes that obscure
the painting. McGiffin enjoins the reader to
leave the finish intact or cause irreparable dam-
age to the historic integrity and a loss of “hard-
cash market value.”

These discussions on finish removal are fol-
lowed by a lack of instruction on new finishes.
The author makes no accommodation for those
objects which will be returned to use and those
that need never fear the next cocktail party or
holiday dinner. Lacquers and varnishes specifi-
cally formulated to withstand the modern world
and yet still reversible are given scant attention.
The use of finishes that have great durability
are sometimes called for, even in museums,
where the public may have limited access or
limited supervision or where climate controls
are lacking. Ignoring these considerations can
again invite the more serious attentions of a
conservator.

The whole area of technique shows consistent
sins of omission. The four most common prob-
lems that a furniture conservator faces whatever
his title or situation are broken chairs, loose and
missing veneer, bad finishes, and a desire to
change upholstery. McGiffin devotes some time
to veneer problems and some to finishes; he
gives little attention to chairs, and absolutely
none to upholstery. His attention to examina-
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tion, cleaning, and maintenance are a good basis
for preventive medicine, but one cannot stop
there.

Toward the end of the book McGiffin gives
the reader a description of what the reader
should expect from a conservator in terms of
facilities and service. A glowing description com-
plete with pictures of New York State’s facilities
at Peeble’s Island is followed by the statement
that expecting a private conservator to maintain
a laboratory so extensive is unrealistic. Unde-
terred, he then paints an unrealistic portrait of
the services a conservator should provide. Ref-
erences to “the best situation” and “character-
istic of the best in the field” fail to inform his
intended audience of collectors, museum staffs,
and historic sites’ personnel what they can real-
istically expect to find and how expensive it will
be. Conservation of anything is a time consum-
ing, labor intensive, and expensive proposition.
The alternatives are certainly worse, but con-
servation as a profession will always be faced
with the Malthusian dilemma of more and more
objects to care for and not enough time or money
to do it. Conservators like doctors in war are
called upon to create a hierarchy of need, a triage
of sorts for objects. Preventive maintenance is
the only egalitarian form of conservation avail-
able. McGiffin’s descriptions and prescriptions
give the reader an unrealistic expectation of
service not for any individual object but the
expectation that all objects conserved should
and will receive this level of care.

The questions of why and how much to con-
serve are ongoing questions. The demons of
destruction by over-conservation and destruc-
tion by neglect or insufficient conservation will
forever plague every professional in the field.
The good advice on environmental factors, the
value of good records and careful examination
and the importance of proper handling and stor-
age is muddied by constant forays into question-
able techniques and unresolved philosophical
speculations. This book unfortunately does not
give those collectors, museum staffs and historic
sites’ personnel for whom it was intended a clear
picture of the abilities and limits of the conser-
vation field today.

J. MICHAEL FLANIGAN
Baltimore, Maryland



Bazil Gordon, his Forebears and

Descendants

DOUGLAS H. GORDON

BAZIL GORDON, YOUNGEST SON OF
Samuel Gordon, Laird of Lochdougan, was
born in 1768 and emigrated to Virginia in
1783. The term “Laird” is not a title of
nobility. It simply denotes in common parl-
ance one whose family have long resided on
an estate, in the case of Lochdougan a tract
of four or five hundred acres. It is equiva-
lent to the English term “Squire.”

Bazil’s elder brother, Samuel, had pre-
ceded him in emigrating. He married in
1798 Suzannah Fitzhugh Knox. Bazil
started a small store in Falmouth, a group
of houses hardly a hamlet on the north side
of the Rappahannock River across from
Fredericksburg. His small brick house ad-
joins the much larger Moncure house. His
business grew into a huge importing and
exporting enterprise.

In 1807 Thomas Jefferson imposed his
embargo on British imports and exports to
Britain—one man sanctions—in retalia-
tion for the seizure of American merchant-
men and sailors by the British navy. Bazil
was at this time, just before the embargo
went into effect, sufficiently strong finan-
cially to send to London a number of ships
laden with tobacco. His captain had orders
to sell when he received word to do so in
the owner’s own handwriting. Thus he
waited while the price of tobacco soared on
the London market. But he feared that the
embargo might be lifted, because the Lon-
don merchants were imploring Parliament
to stop the Navy’s behavior which caused
the embargo from which they were suffer-
ing—exactly what Jefferson hoped for. Fur-
thermore, if the embargo did remain in
force, the captain feared he could not re-

Mr. Gordon, long active in public affairs, particularly
in zoning and city planning in the Mount Vernon
district of Baltimore, is a lawyer and book collector.

ceive orders in the handwriting of his em-
ployer. Consequently, he took it upon him-
self to sell when he was able to obtain a
profit of a million dollars. Because of this,
Bazil is sometimes called America’s first
millionaire. In fact, many millionaires ex-
isted in Philadelphia, New York and Bos-
ton. But Bazil was probably the first Amer-
ican to have a seven digit fortune in cash.

With his brother Samuel he bought the
Fielding Lewis house and estate on the
western edge of Fredericksburg. They re-
named it “Kenmore” for Kenmore Castle.
It is believed, but cannot be proved, that
the Lochdougan Gordons were cousins of
their neighbors, the Lords Kenmore, the
last of whom was beheaded after the final
uprising of the Scots in 1745 was put down.
The name has been given to various family
houses, sometimes spelt Kenmuir, and ex-
ists at present in a road in The Orchards.

Samuel and his ten children lived in Ken-
more. Bazil continued to live in his modest
home in Falmouth. His family of seven
children was diminished when four, hud-
dling under a tree during a storm, were
killed when a huge branch fell on them.
The two brothers had a joint bookplate
“Samuel and Bazil Gordon, January 1st,
1800” for their considerable library.

In 1822 Bazil bought the large tract in
Rappahannock County which he called,
from his favorite book, “Wakefield.” It was
divided into seven parts, Lochdougan,
Stockerton (the home of Bazil’s grandfa-
ther and at least three generations of Gor-
dons before him), Lochinvar (Sir Walter
Scott’s “Young Lochinvar” was a Gordon),
Greenlaw, Queen’s Hill and two others.

Meanwhile, Bazil, in 1814, married the
sister of Samuel’s wife, Anna Campbell
Knox. He died in 1847. His wife outlived
him for twenty years, living at Belmont,
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later the home of Gari Melchers. By his
will he left about half a million dollars to
his daughter, Annie Campbell Gordon. She
married John Hanson Thomas, grandson
of John Hanson, President of the United
States under the Articles of Confederation.
They built 1 West Mount Vernon Place.
Their children were: Bazil Gordon, John
Hanson, Raleigh Colston, Douglas Hamil-
ton (president of the Merchants and Me-
chanics, now First National Bank, and the
most respected member and spokesman of
the financial community), John Marshall,
Nannie Gordon (Mrs. Henry Rieman Du-
val) and Mary Randolph (Mrs. John
Nicholas Carroll of the Caves who left four
sons, John Nicholas, Charles Gordon,
Douglas Gordon and Marshall). The two
sons of his elder son Bazil Brown Gordon,
who predeceased him, inherited another
half-a-million, but quickly ran through it.
The younger son, Douglas Hamilton Gor-
don, was residuary legatee.

Douglas Hamilton, born in 1817, married
Ellen Clark in 1845. She died three years
later leaving one child, Ellen Douglas Gor-
don, mother of Dr. Gordon Wilson. He was
obliged to post bond for a million dollars,
representing the two half million dollar be-
quests to his sister and his two nephews.
Because of the destruction of court records
in the Civil War, it is not known exactly
how much he. himself inherited. It is
thought to have been about a million and a
half dollars. After settling his father’s es-
tate, he lived in Paris for some years. He
returned to Virginia and married Anne
Eliza Pleasants in 1857.

Anne Eliza was the daughter of John
Hampden Pleasants, editor of the Rich-
mond Whig, the anti-Jackson paper. The
Jacksonian paper’s editor was Thomas Rit-
chie, a leading member of the so-—called
Essex Junto which ruled Virginia and to a
large extent the entire nation. Thomas Rit-
chie, Jr., to get rid of a rival journalist,
issued a challenge to a duel to the peaceable
John Hampden, which under the mores of
the day he had to accept. He fired his pistol
in the air, was struck by a large number of
bullets and died the following night. His
daughter was brought up by her grandfa-
ther, Governor James Pleasants. His
mother was Anne Randolph, sister of Jane,
Thomas Jefferson’s mother. His wife was
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of the Rose family, the only Scotch family
which still inhabits its medieval castle,
“Kilravock,” and is descended from the
royal family of Scotland. But the greatest
influence on her character came from the
Presbyterian minister Moses Drury Hoge
whose school she attended.

The Douglas Hamiltons’ wedding trip
took her to Europe for the first time, him
for the last. Her diary shows a remarkable
range of reading. They settled in Freder-
icksburg and lived there until the city was
brutally shelled by the incompetent Gen-
eral Burnside. His brave troops managed
to cross the Rappahannock River under
murderous gunfire. They enjoyed the de-
lights of looting until they were driven back
after terrible losses.

A prized family possession is the bronze
by Marochetti of Victor Emmanual of Sa-
voy stolen by Colonel (later General) John
T. Owens of Pennsylvania. It was miracu-
lously recovered after Mrs. John Hanson
Thomas from a window of West Mount
Vernon Place heard two soldiers conversing
on the sidewalk below, one of whom said
the finest thing he knew of that had been
stolen during the war was that very bronze.

The Douglas Hamilton children were
Douglas Hamilton, Jr., and Hampden
Pleasants, both of whom died in childhood.
The five, (in addition to Ellen) who lived
to maturity were: Basil Brown, Chairman
of the Democratic Party of Virginia, Mary
Pleasants (Mrs. DeCourcy Wright Thom),
Nannie Campbell (Mrs. John Quitman
Lovell), Douglas Huntly and Rose Stanley
{Mrs. John Triplett Haxall).

The name Douglas Hamilton recalls
some connection with the Duke of Hamil-
ton (probably financial aid extended to Ba-
zil when he emigrated). When Douglas
Hamilton’s first born of the same name
died, the family wanted to keep the name
Douglas. Accordingly the sixth child and
last son was called Douglas. But to avoid
repeating the exact name of the deceased
son, the Rose family tree was searched for
a substitute. Thus Huntly was decided on,
though the relation with the first Earl of
Huntly is exceedingly remote, going back
to the fifteenth century.

Douglas Huntly, in addition to his moth-
er’s strict ideas acquired from the Reverend
Moses Drury Hoge, was turned over to a
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Virginia Massie relation, the widow of a
Methodist minister, the Reverend James
Stanley, who increased his seriousness and
probably inculcated his only fault which
was excessive modesty. He was the young-
est member of the ninth class at Johns
Hopkins, 1887, but led it. He then studied
law at the University of Maryland, where
once more he was the youngest member of
his class, but led it. He did graduate work
for a short while, then aged twenty-six,
headed the syndicate which in 1892 bought
the Baltimore News of which he was pres-
ident until the paper was sold to Munsey
in 1907. In the intervening fifteen years it
smashed the corrupt Gorman-Rasin polit-
ical ring, gave Baltimore modern health
laws and the charter under which with
some amendments it is still operating, and
brought the City from the middle ages into
the twentieth century. Meanwhile, in 1898,
then thirty-two years old, he founded the
International Trust Company of which he
was president, being known as the Boy
Banker. In 1910 the International merged
with the Baltimore Trust Company. He was
vice-president for a year or two, then pres-
ident until his retirement in 1916. He was
active in many other enterprises, notably
the Roland Park Company. Here his artis-
tic side had full play. He was most influ-
ential in the affairs of the Company, as he
had selected the president Edward Bouton,
recommended to him by Charles H. Grasty,
his Virginia-born publisher of the News.
He was one of the most active and generous
alumni of Hopkins, and also a useful
Trustee of the Gilman School. Owing to his
modesty, he is as forgotten as if he had
never lived.

Agnes Campbell Gordon, one of the ten
children of Samuel Gordon, elder brother
of Bazil, married Hughes Armistead, son of
Colonel Armistead of Fort McHenry fame.
She owned the flag that flew over Fort
McHenry during the battle and “was still
there” next morning. It was the subject of
much family discussion. It was offered to
the Maryland Historical Society which
foolishly declined to accept it. Other pro-
posals did not work out either. Meanwhile,
the flag reposed in her attic where occa-
sional souvenir hunters snipped small
pieces from its lower edge. One afternoon
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her husband came home from his office and
was told by his wife that she had given the
flag to a relation named Appleton. Her
husband was indignant. But she merely
said: “More battles have been fought over
that flag than were ever fought under it. I
am glad to be rid of it”. The donee was
patriotically inspired and gave it to the
Nation. It hangs now in the National Mu-
seum of American History.

Minna’s two sons, both oddly named
George, (George Armistead and George
William Carlyle) though the younger was
usually called Gordon, were most successful
in amassing large fortunes. Gordon’s widow
gave three million dollars to Hopkins to
endow the Engineering School which now
bears her husband’s name.

Thomas Gordon, Bazil’s first cousin, em-
igrated from Scotland, married and had
three sons. One of these, John, married
Gertrude Gouverneur Waddington Ogden
of New York. Two of their sons lived in
London where John married a most beau-
tiful woman, Rosalie Murray of whose
background nothing is known.

While vacationing in Brazil, John no-
ticed that the sand around the harbor of
Rio was very heavy. He took some back to
England where it was found to be rich in
tungsten. It had for centuries been used as
ballast. Numerous ships sent by John soon
arrived and took on this valuable sand. He
had a vast fortune before the Brazilian
government knew what was going on. Then
John made the great mistake of his life: he
went to Brazil and exploited the tungsten
for the benefit of the government. A change
in the government brought new Brazilian
rulers. They sued John on the theory the
sand he had taken was theirs, recovered a
judgment in a politically minded court, and
took away virtually his whole fortune.

Meanwhile, his wife had been enjoying
wholesale entertaining. She had a house in
Park Lane, another in Paris, rented Ken-
more Castle, while he was spending most
of his time in Brazil. She gave parties where
Caruso sang and Kreisler played. At the
coming-out party of their younger daugh-
ter, Evelyn, attended by King Edward VII,
a huge basket of flowers was pulled out on
the ball-room floor from which Pavlova
emerged and danced for the pleasure of the
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guests. The elder daughter, Vera, married
Neil Guthrie and secondly Sir Frank Swet-
tenham, governor of Malaya, when he was
eighty-nine years old. His portrait by Sar-
gent with a haughty, even insolent, expres-
sion is a splendid souvenir of the British
Colonial mentality. The younger, Evelyn,
married the Duc de Crussol, a dissipated
Parisian who was a lover of Gaby Deslys.
She gave him one of the golden pearls of
Portugal as an engagement present, the gift
of which to Gaby caused Manuel of Portu-
gal to lose his throne. After ten years of
married life this couple produced a son, the
current Duc d’'Uzes, premier duke of
France.

The most spectacular member of the
family in the fifth American generation is
Basil Gordon, the mathematician. He en-
tered Hopkins at seventeen, and was on the
Faculty, teaching in the Summer School, at
the end of his freshman year. In his soph-
omore year he was assistant to the editor
of the Journal of Mathematical Sciences in
Washington. In his junior year he was on
the regular faculty. He then left Hopkins
and without troubling to take his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, won his Ph.D. from
California Institute of Technology.

He 1s on the faculty of the University of
California. But he travels and lectures
widely in a variety of foreign languages. He
is an excellent musician. Unfortunately, he
has never married. Occasionally he predicts
he will marry. But he invariably adds, “But
mathematics will always be my first love.”

His younger brother, G.B.—short for
George Barnett—his grandmother’s second
husband, works for IBM. He could probably
have been a mathematician too. He has one
daughter as a result of an early marriage
which ended in divorce. He is currently
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married to a childless divorcee. Thus all
male descendants of the first Douglas H.
Gordon bearing the name Gordon will soon
be extinct.

One of the ten children of Samuel Gor-
don, Bazil’s elder brother who lived in Ken-
more, attended Yale College then the Har-
vard Law School, and practiced law in Bal-
timore. He married Emily Chapman,
daughter of Nathanael Chapman, the Vir-
ginia-born Philadelphia practitioner who
was the first president of the American
Medical Association. When he was only
thirty-one years old, he became president
of the Union Bank of Maryland and was
the first treasurer of the Peabody Institute
(not Enoch Pratt as is often said). He re-
signed as treasurer when he went south
during the Civil War but remained a trustee
for years after he returned to Baltimore.

John M. Gordon’s diary at the Maryland
Historical Society was said by its late Vir-
ginia-born director, James W. Foster, “to
be the best diary ever kept in Baltimore.”
Portions have been published by the Soci-
ety. But the entire section describing his
trip to Michigan in 1836 has been published
by the Michigan Historical Commission.

His son was at the age of thirteen killed
when a tough threw a snowball at him with
a stone inside. Two daughters died, proba-
bly of typhoid, as his wife did. The only
surviving daughter, Rebecca, married Ma-
jor Eugene Blackford, C.S.A. They had
three children: Eugene Blackford and Wil-
liam Blackford, president of the Maryland
Life Insurance Company, and Emily Chap-
man Blackford who married Arthur E.
Poultney. One of their two children, Re-
becca, died unmarried, while Emily Black-
ford Poultney married Charles R. Smith
and had one daughter.



BOOK NOTES

Corbin- Waite-Cooper of Baltimore County and
City. By Dorothy Cooper Knoff. (Baltimore:
Gateway Press, Inc., 1983, Pp. x, 127. $17.00)

Tracing the ancestry of three Maryland fam-
ilies, this genealogy utilizes abstracted legal and
family records, with an interweaving of personal
reminiscences and familial anecdotes. Dorothy
Knoff, in the first half of the book, untangles
the Corbin families which descend from the
immigrant Nicholas Corbin, who first settled in
Virginia but later removed to Baltimore (north-
side of Patapsco Hundred), establishing Corbins
Rest (1679). Knoff, in an effort to uncover the
British ancestry of the Corbins, begins the work
in a tenuous manner, admitting, “If there was a
connection between the Nicholas in Caundle
Bishop [Parish] and the Nicholas in Baltimore
County, a hundred years later, it is not shown
on the parish register.”

Knoff stands on terra firma, however, once
she is able to quote the extensive court records,
rent rolls, and tax lists which she consulted in
the preparation of this genealogy, although sev-
eral familial connections were of necessity sur-
mised, because of the unavailability of records.
Seemingly, she has done an admirable job of
unraveling a portion of the very complex (and
very extensive) Corbin family of Maryland. She
has also included several Corbins of ‘parentage
not proven’ and likewise outlines some Mary-
land Corbins who migrated to the states of Ken-
tucky, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.

The Waite-Cooper families are discussed in
the second portion of the book, but information
is limited to the generations which relate to
Knoff’s ancestry. The Waite genealogy carries
the family of Richard and Dinah (Diana) Corbin
Waite forward from their marriage in 1772. The
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Cooper family history, peripherally considered,
commences with the birth of Samuel Cooper
(Dorothy Knoff’s grandfather) in 1842 and con-
cludes with the birth of her children. An ex-
tended tribute to Knoff’s father traces his career
as a Methodist minister.

The work is supplemented with a frontispiece
sketch by Jan Dorchester and calligraphic ren-
derings by Dolores Croneberger, thus adding to
the visual attractiveness of the book. The hand-
lettered family charts, however, do not signifi-
cantly add to an understanding of the family
relationships presented. Tabular summaries,
perhaps in the form of five generation charts,
would have better illuminated the given genea-
logical information. Portraits and photographs
of family members are quite interesting and
enhance the work, but the sources (for future
reference) should have been given—even though
one may assume they are in the author’s posses-
sion.

It is evident that a great amount of time and
labor was spent in the preparation of this work.
Dorothy Knoff has presented the genealogy of
the Corbin family, and to a lesser extent the
Waite and Cooper families, in an easily under-
standable and consistent system. Her digres-
sions into personal reminiscences and anecdotes
are slightly distracting, and might have been
placed in footnote form or an oral history ad-
dendum. This work provides ready access to a
number of abstracted court records, land rec-
ords, and tax lists, along with hitherto unpub-
lished family data, on the Corbin, Waite,
Cooper, and allied families, and therein lies the
greatest strength of this genealogy.

GARY W. PARKS
University of North Carolina, Greensboro
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NEWS AND NOTICES

WOMEN IN THE AGE OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The United States Capitol Historical Society,
in cooperation with the United States Congress,
will sponsor a symposium entitled “Women in
the Age of the American Revolution” on March
27 and 28, 1985. The meeting will be held in the
Senate Caucus Room, #325, in the Russell Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington, D.C. The pro-
gram will consist of four sessions and a conclud-
ing lecture, followed by a reception. Speakers
will include Lois Green Carr, Mary Maples
Dunn, David Grimsted, Jacqueline Jones, Linda
K. Kerber, Gloria L. Main, Sally D. Mason,
David E. Narrett, Mary Beth Norton, Marylynn
Salmon, Carole Shammas, Daniel Scott Smith,
Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, and Lorena S. Walsh.
All proceedings, including the reception, are
open to interested persons free of charge, and
no advance registration is required. For addi-
tional information, write:

Professor Ronald Hoffman
Department of History
University of Maryland
College Park, Maryland 20742
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CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL
LITERARY SOCIETY AWARDS

The Confederate Memorial Literary Society
announces the 1984 Awards for historical re-
search and writing on the period of the Confed-
erate States of America: the Jefferson Davis
Award, for book-length narrative history, and
the Founders Award for excellence in the editing
of primary source materials. The deadline for
entries is March 1, 1985; only works published
during 1984 will be accepted. Awards, consisting
of a citation and an impression of the Great Seal
of the Confederacy, are presented annually on
June 3rd at the Museum of the Confederacy,
Richmond, Virginia.

For further information, please write: The
Museum of the Confederacy, 1201 E. Clay
Street, Richmond, VA 23219
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MARYLAND PICTURE PUZZLE

Each installment of Maryland Picture Puzzle shows  Howard Street by an earlier cataloger, but we don’t
a photograph from the Maryland Historical Society’s  think so.) Which, if any, of the buildings shown are
Prints and Photographs Division which is, in some  still standing today?

way, puzzling. Test your knowledge by identifying it. Please addresss your reply to:
We apologize for the poor quality of reproduction Laurie A. Baty
in the Fall puzzle. The correct response is Loch Raven Prints and Photographs Librarian
Reservoir in Baltimore County, 1912. The photogra- Maryland Historical Society
pher is Thomas C. Worthington, Jr. 201 W. Monument Street
This issue’s puzzle shows a Baltimore street corner Baltimore, MD 21201

from 1909. Which corner is it? (It was identified as
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190 pp. (1982), reprinted 1985. $20.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling.
Maryland residents add 5% sales tax.

GENEALOGICAL PUBLISHING CO., INC.
1001 N. Calvert St. / Baltimore, Md. 21202




MUSEUM AND LIBRARY OF MARYLAND HISTORY
MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

presents

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH
IN MARYLAND: A GUIDE
3RD EDITION, 1983
by
Mary Keysor Meyer

GENEALOGICAL REFERENCE LIBRARIAN
MARYLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This 45-page edition of the Guide has been thoroughly revised and
includes additional information on the historical and genealogical
societies and various resource centers in the State. It includes
an extensive bibliography and a list of vendors of Maryland

genealogical materials.

Price: $8.00 plus $1.50 for postage & handling
(MD. State sales tax if applicable is 40¢)

Available: MAY 1983

GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH IN MARYLAND: A GUIDE

Please send me copy(s) of the Guide Please make the check payable
at $8.00 each. * and return the coupon to:
Norie Maryland Historical Society

201 West Momument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

*include 40¢ Maryland State

i i sales tax where applicable

City/State/Zip and $1.50 for postage and
handling. Total amount
enclosed:

Address




MARYLAND
ANTIOQUES
SHOW& SALFE.

FEBRUARY 14-15-16-17

BALTIMORE
CONVENTION CENTER

Thurs., Fri., and Sat. 12 to 9 pm
Sunday 12 to 6 pm

General Admission $5.00
Catalogue $5.00

For more information about Special Events,
call 685-3750 - Ext. 322

Sponsored by the

Museum and Library

of Maryland History—
Maryland Historical Society
for the Benefit of the
Educational Programs

Arthur J. Jackson, Jr.,
Show Manager



A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY
OF THE MARYLAND
LEGISLATURE, 1635-1789
VOLUME 2:1-Z

Edited by Edward C. Papenfuse, Alan F, Day,
David W. Jordan, and Gregory A. Stiverson
“’Certainly one of the best reference works on
early Maryland history.”"—AMERICAN REFERENCE
Books ANNUAL, int a review of volume 1

This unique historical and genealogical resource
draws on the extraordinarily intact legislative,
judicial, religious, and personal records of mem-
bers of the early Maryland legislature. Together,
the two-volume set contains profiles of the
nearly 1500 men who served in the state’s legis-
lature in the first century-and-a-half after Mary-
land’s founding.

$35.00 lardcover

also available
VOLUME 1:A-H
$29.50 hardcover

The Maryland Paperback Bookshelf—a new
series designed to make widely available clas-
sic books about Maryland and the Chesapeake
Bay region

THE BAY

Gilbert C. Klingel

An intimate look at the Chesapeake Bay, and an
eloquent plea on the Bay’s behalf.

$8.95 paperback
THE AMIABLE BALTIMOREANS

Francis F. Beirne

An anecdotal history—informative, amusing, at
times discomforting—of 250 years of the city and
its people.

$9.95 paperback

TOBACCO COAST
Arthur Pierce Middleton

How the Chesapeake Bay shaped the society
and economy of early Maryland and Virginia.

$14.95 paperback w

HE JOHNS HOPKINS
NIVERSITY PRESS
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

T
U




GARY L. BROWNE, Editor, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
KAREN A. STUART, Associate Editor

BOARD OF EDITORS
JOSEPH L. ARNOLD, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
JEAN BAKER, Goucher College
JOHN B. BOLES, Rice University
GEORGE H. CALLCOTT, University of Maryland, College Park
JOSEPH W. COX, Northern Arizona University
CURTIS CARROLL DAVIS, Baltimore
RICHARD R. DUNCAN, Georgetown University
RONALD HOFFMAN, University of Maryland, College Park
EDWARD C. PAPENFUSE, Hall of Records
BENJAMIN QUARLES, Morgan State University

FORMER EDITORS
WILLIAM HAND BROWNE, 1906-1909
LOUIS H. DIELMAN, 1910-1937
JAMES W. FOSTER, 1938-1949; 1950-1951
HARRY AMMON, 1950
FRED SHELLEY, 1951-1955
FRANCIS C. HABER, 1955-1958
RICHARD WALSH, 1958-1967
RICHARD R. DUNCAN, 1967-1974
JOHN B. BOLES, 1974-1977

The Maryland Historical Magazine is published quarterly by The Museum and Library of Maryland
History, The Maryland Historical Society, 201 West Monument Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 for its
members. Membership information may be obtained from the Membership Office at the above
address.

Correspondence concerning contributions, books for review, and all editorial matters should be
addressed to the Editor, Maryland Historical Magazine, at the above address (telephone 301/685-
3750). Manuscripts should be submitted in duplicate, double-spaced, and prepared according to The
Chicago Manual of Style (University of Chicago Press, 1982). Because manuscripts are evaluated
anonymously, the author’s name should appear only on a separate title page. For return of manuscript,
include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

The Maryland Historical Society disclaims responsibility for statements, whether of fact or of
opinion, made by contributors.
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The Museum and Library of Maryland History
The Maryland Historical Society
201 W. Monument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201



